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ON THE QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY FOR A YOUTH 
INTENDED FOR THE PROFESSION OF MEDICINE | 
OR SURGERY. * 


Topics. 
Observations.— Mental Abilities. Want of Capacity. —-Negtert of 


Education. Want of sympathetic Tenderness.— Volatility of Disposition 
Pecuniary Resources. Professional Education not attainable by « trifling 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, e 


HASTEN to comply with your request, 


rests 21 


0 = ; 


; To withhold advice from a | end | when | 
demanded, and when it may prove highly be- 


neficial, is, not only to neglect the perform- 


ance of one of the ordinary duties of man to ; 
man; but it is a refusal to yield to friendship | 
one of. its faires claims. It is true, that 


2 


3 


by frankly giving you my opinion on the 
subject, which, with rengon, 80 * inte- 


9 


events of the most lamentable nature may 


be the consequence of adopting the opinion 


of the most judicious; and that notwithstand- 
ing advice may be delivered with the most de- 


licate caution, yet some degree of responsibi- 


lity will, though unjustly, weigh on him who 
may thus have striven to serve a friend. 


Indeed n some distressful events, im- 


| possible to have been the subject of human 


foresight, follow the advice he has given, and 


manifest the fallibility of human judgment, 


he may, indeed, escape verbal reproach; yet 
will he, at least, be exposed to the mortifica- 
tion of beholding, that he has, though inno- 
cently, marked the brow of a friend with de- 
jection and care, But are such offices of 


friendship to be therefore withheld ?—Most 


certainly not. He, beyond a doubt, is the 
most valuable friend, who spares not himself, 


if the sacrifice be. necessary for the man he 


esteems. Who, prizing the happiness of his 
friend beyond, even, the continuance of his 
friendship, 9 not n. that advice, 

Which 


# 4 


3 
which, though proceeding from the best of _ 
intentions, may offend by its frankness: con- 
tented to exchange the esteem of his friend; 
for the pleasing assurance of having done all 
in his power to render * an . ser- 
vice. 

You wish me to say, whether I think be 
| profession of medicine is eligible, or not, foar 
your son, a youth who merits and possesses 

your ardent affection; and in whose happi- 

ness, 1 know, is Sony interwoven your 

own. | . 


An ans wer may indeed be easily evaded. A 
reluctance to bias the judgement in 80 import. 
ant a concern, as where the future happiness 
of a child is at stake, might be. expressed, 
with so much kind regard for his wellfare, 
that the actual failure in fulfilling the duties of 
friendship might be overlooked. But what 
must necessarily be my feelings, s should you, 
in consequence of my omission, lay down that 
line, of conduct for your son, which I could 
. PS have 
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| have pointed out, as leading certainly to injury 
and disgrace; and, perhaps, even to ruin. 
What would be my reproaches should I, at 


some future period, behold him buffeted by the 
waves of adversity, with hardly strength to 
keep him from sinking, and know that a pusil- 


lanimous, self-saving wariness had prevented 


me from putting out the hand of friendship, 
which * have e him. N 


TY, might too, a the afectation of ry W | 
ns. plead my incompetency to determine 
on a question, comprising such a variety of 
considerations ; but the affectation of igno- 


' rance is, at best, but a species of hypocrisy; 


and, when employed for the purpose of avoid- 


ing the communication of knowledge to 


others, marks a churlish and ungrateful mi- 
santhropy, which, I trust, will never in- 


sShrowd those dispositions of 8 1 feel most 


3 


33 however, to attempting to an- 


swer your — some circumstances on 


which 


5 


which the answer must turn will require to be 


| considered. The abilities, the disposition, and 

. the educgtion of your son, demand to be in- 

. quired into; since, if these be found une qual 
: to what the profession requites, any farther 

ö consideration will be unnecessary. Some 


0 other points alsa demand serious attention be- 
l fore the required answer can be given. h 


When you reflect on the vast importance 
of the science of medicine to mankind, and 


on the mischiefs which may ensue from = 
errors of an ignorant practitioner, you cannot 
de disposed to place your son in the profession, 

g unless you are confident he is equal to the ar- 
duous duty. Voi will, I trust, not think of 

: placing him in a situation so loaded with most 

p serious responsibility, unless you are satisfied, 

KI | that his mental abilities are such as give'a fair 


prospect of his obtaining those acquirements, 
t by which he may be enabled to practice the 
art of healing, to the greatest extent of ad- 
advantage, which the state of medical n | 
chirurgical science will admit. — 

1 Fa BZ Ce | 


. "EY: ir he * not Te” abi. 
. at least equal to other young people, 


the probability is, that his future attainments 
may be exceeding insignificant. Should you, 


in that case, from overweening fondness and 
partiality, or from want of consideration, 
choose for him a profession, the object of 
- which is the restoration of health to mankind, 
| know that, by his inability duly to execute 
its functions, he must become the cruel 
| 8courge of those who may unhappily place 
in him their confidence, and entrust him with 
the aner of cheir deareat 1 interests. m__ 
Suffer not * . WY to 8 han Ara _ 
_- may be esteemed, a genteel profession, 
to ĩnduce you to snaich him from some equally 
honourable and more appropriate calling, in 
which, manual adroitness or steady plodding. 
may secure him prosperity, to heap on him 
duties which he may be unable to perform; 
and where, in proportion to his inability and 


cConsequent failures, the health, the happiness, 
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nay the lives of those around him must be a. 
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Great allowances m, i | 
to paternal fondness and pride, and to the 
laudable eagerness to place a child ina state of 
prosperity and respectability. But no excuse 
can be framed for a father, who, after having 

made the comparison, and found that the ac- 
quirements of a son are less than those of - 
other youths, of similar ages and opportuni- 
ties, will yet place him in a situation n 
for che utmost abilities of man; and, in 
which, his deficiency of c. capacity must prove 
a dreadful source of calamities to those W 
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ö 8 OFTRE 1 am well 3 he n *. 
1 already said, on this head, will be 
sufficient; but as 1 am ind ke 


the observations I make to you, may e 5 . 


8 lished with some advantage to others, I wil: . 1 
add two or three remarks, although convinced, 
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- - Suppose for a moment that a regard for the 
3 welfare of others is not sufficient to prevent 
a parent from thus disposing of a son, pos- 
sessing but ordinary, or less than ordinary 
abilities. Let him then reflect on the miserable 
course of life he has destined his son to pur- 
He strives, perhaps, with unremitting 
1 3 to benefit those who call on him for 
aid; but, from frequency of failure, he at last 
takes alarm, revises what is past, and judges 
it by the knowledge which daily experience 
8 brings him. His mind is perpetually stung by 
self-accusation; He perceives that, in spite of 
his utmost exertions, those calamities increase 
Which it is his duty, and his most anxious 
wish, to diminish; and, with pain he disco- 


vers, that his endeavours are too frequently, 


not only unsuccessful, but even injurious. 
Can it be à matter of surprize then that he often 
finds himself agitated with most distressful 


doubts, as to the mode of conduct to be 


self with reproaches for hav- 


14 
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adopted, when a valuable life is at stake; and 
that he loads him 
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chose calamities which a man of more infor- 5 5 
mation might have entirely removed. Such 


must frequently be his tormenting reflections; _ 


but, as he dwells on the melancholy theme, 
he most probably will discover, that the pa- 
8 "ans who to gratify a silly pride, placed be- 
fore him the unequal task, in e merits 
che wn en of "__ ack, > + 


11 must be . FO WETE of mes has 
15 here said will apply, with equal force, 
where a youth, although possessing an ex- 

cellent capacity, has unfortunately been neg- 

lected in the early part of his education. For 
on the advance he has hitherto made must de- 


pend, in a great measure, the celerity of his 


future progress, in acquiring the necessary 
knowledge of the various sciences which must 
soon engage his attention. It is true, that if 
e of a youth be good, he may, by 
considerable industry, make up for the waste 
of time he has suffered; but the hours, thus 
employed, must be snatched from those which 


_ to be n . to the study of | 
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to the healing art and which claim an wa. 
ou attention. N ale is hd 


7 K Thos 3 hi POSSESS 2 knowledge of 
the Latin language, which may be considered 
28 the universal language of science, he will 


soon perceive, the want of it, as well as 
the endeavour to obtain it, will act as a heavy 


clog, during the prosecution of his studies. 
On che same grounds I must remark that a 


youth intended for the medical profession 


would experience much inconvenience and - 
_ from not having the principles of natu- 


ral philosophy early impressed on his mind. 
1 is true, indeed, that this science may form 
a part of his subgequent studies, but I wish to 
mforce that grand truth that natural philosophy 
is, as it were, the. groundwork of all those 
aciences, which are to become the subjects of 
bis study. Without this fundament We 
ledge he will be unable to comprehend the 
language, even, in which physiology, anatomy, 
or * 5 * facts, which 
. . Should 


11 


A impressed en his mind, as w be 
always n in his 1 
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A eyrapathotic concern, lh a tender PER 


rest for the sufferings of others, ought to cha- | 
 racterize all those who engage themselves in 


a profession, the object of which, should be 
to mitigate or remove, one great portion of 
the calamities to which humanity is subject. 


For he, who can view the sufferings of a 


fellow- creature with unconcern, will, there i is 
too much reason to fear, sometimes neglect 


the opportunities of administering the re- 
quired relief: that relief which he could with 


ease bestow, and which he withholds only 
from his not feeling, with due force, the af- 


— er of the claim, n 18 made 


'In eee of your own peace of mind, 


for the sake of him, whose soul is as dear to 
you as your own, and in the name of suffer- 
ing humanity, I conjure you, should you per- 
7 vive, that from some little error in his edu- 
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cation, the mind of your son is narrowed— 
that the love of self faultily preponderates, 
and but few marks of feeling and kind sympa- 
| thy show themselves, strive with unremittin g 


zeal to correct so baneful a distemper of the 
mind; and be assured of your full success, 
before you make him a member of a profes- 


sion, in the performing the common offices of 
which, self-love will frequently be called on 


to abandon those indulgences it 1 with 


the ** . 


Parental 3 it mint be allowed, is 


69 apt to promote an unsocial turn: to en- 


courage a devotion to self. love, and to engraft 
the pernicious principle, that the grand and 


leading object of life's business is to sacrifice 


at the altar of this detestable idol. When 


this has been the case, and particularly, 1 

has been neglected to inculcate in infancy, 
che tenderness due to surrounding animals; | 
and in youth the leading principle of Chris- 


_ tianity, a narrow distorted mind will be the 
result, which makes no other's sorrows its 


. | ; Own. 
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13 


own. It e no+ de exquisite sensations, 
| which the benevolent feel, when they behold 
the pale and wan countenance which pain „ 
shrunk up and withered, dilate with gratitude 1 | 
and delight on experiencing the comparative 
ecstacy, arising from the return of long wr 4 
ease. e 


— 


Can he whose gange is erte 6 2 ai 
so framed, whose constant aim has been the 
| self. appropriation of every blessing; and who, 
perhaps, contemplates the miseries of others 
only to heighten by comparison, the blessings, 5 29s | 


he himself possesses ? Can he, I ask, be ex- ö 
pected to accomplish the arduous task of in- | 
terposing, with anxious assiduity, between 
his fellow-creatures, and the host of calami- | 


ties with which disease menaces them? I 4 
know your mind is with me on this occasion, 


and I am aware how little this can apply to 
your son; but, remember these words are not 
intended for him. . 0 
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. 1 think, may indeed be attended 


to by you, particularly, with some ad- 
vantage. A warm heart and a lively disposi- 
tion are sufficiently manifest in your son, dis- 


playing themselves in generous actions, and in 


manners so pleasing as to engage the affections, 
of all who know him. But is not his chear- 
fulness accompanied with too much levity ; 


and may not this, if not timely removed, give 
to his appearance a semblance of frivolity, 


which must prove an immoveable bar to his 


future advancement? The morning, I know, 


may open with a sky filled with clouds of , 
unfavourable. appearance; but as the ud. 


makes its way, these may disappear, and the 
whole day be enlivened by his chearful ra- 


| diance : ant] thus will the little blemishes of a 
x youthful mind vanish, as reason, the sun of 
intellect, assumes its dominion. | 


f 


But the den ft a youth i is seldom * bn 


much changed, but that, by a careful atten; . 


Lc e 


„ 


tion, we may, with tolerable success, form to 8 


our minds his future character. Changes of 
situation, strenuous admonitions, and the 


early experience of the mischiefs of following 


dhe bent of a faulty disposition, may, some - 
times indeed, effect a considerable change, 

and the volatile and giddy youth may become 
a serious young man; whilst, on the other 


hand, youths the most promising, may loosen 


their hold on prudence, and become slaves to 


the worst propensities. Instances of this 
kind are, however few, when compared with 1 


those, where, from youth to age, a similar 
e- almost eee, direct the « con- 


This uniform tenure of disposition is more 
particularly observable in youths resembling 


your son, whose errors arise from mere 
thoughtlessness, and whose faults are those of 


unrestrained generosity, and of unlimited con- 


fidence in others. His failings are even 
amiable, and are, therefore, rather encou- 
8 than checked, * the half-approving 


BR _  - censures ; 


3 


U 


— 


| eengures of his friends. He nnn | 
is the case with almost every youth of a free 


and lively temper, will retain his frank dispo- 


dition and unguarded manners, until he dis- 
covers himself thereby rendered the butt for 
those who obtain the approbation of the world 

for their caution and prudence, but who, in 
fact, substitute for the one cunning, and for 
Ei] the other —_. 7 


0: ul suspect you may accuse me, at first of a 
frivolous captiousness, when I say that I fear, 
a youth possessing a similar disposition, in a 
high degree, would be very unfit to be chosen 
for the profession of medicine. But consider, 
that when he has passed through his terms of 
: study, i in which he has employed himself with 
the proper degree of assiduity, he may mani- 
fest, with a brilliant genius, a temper of mind 


580 prone to gaiety and hilarity, that on a su- 


perficial view he may be supposed to be the 
mere devot of pleasure, and therefore be sus- 
pected to poaeees b but very limited professional 
W EX. e gel 
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city; urid v 


dau dy Weben m—_ peter to Jager k 


might de discovered that his attainments were. 4 


much greater, and much more sold, than those 
of the dull and most uftreinitting plodder. 


But chose, br Map he will most generally 


t and the splenetie, 
7 consider as inconsistent 
ity, che mere hübitual effervescence” of 
d I huour; or even che unfrequent relaxa- 
Dein Rib me Wil lever de f 
ascertained, and — Ea 
hardly vbtain him daily breai "hi 
ference wilt be given to some or 
stupidty ere Yo for es " 21 * 170 ah 
= being "this. ade to supplant one ce Abt 
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jon. Parentg are often ieee by 


„ mg iniurious delusians hilt choosing a 
* _ Situation,. in which an son is to ohtain a iveli- 


aged Then look, forward to the: period at 

dich a young, man is. to endeaygyr te esta, 
lk humgelf in the world ; and they calculate 
| What hen may be ther claims made on, them. 10 
ush him wich the means of pursving his 
1 calling, | They, find chat. che capital þ 

£quired by most dealers and tradesmen is con: 
Serb, and scha they; would supply with 
- difficulty: but that gp, ahe other hand pu: 
fexzion, appears to demand no stock in. trade, at 
| All ordinary merit, it appears to them. 
Fanngt fail to, make its; wax; ant his Ahe 
only, GARifal they AÞPPASC ngcessa ry is aurely, 
E ! YRS, obtainable! ** * ** 
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 profexgion, instesd . the laut ay 


| _ $iders that, he not only avoids the requisition of 
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some genteel profession. He is told ch 
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This calculation, however, as. out FER 
quently egregiously wrong. The leading idea 
is delusive and flattering; but many circum- 
stances of very considerable importance are 
omitted to be reckoned upon, and no allowance 
is made for the difficulty and expence, with 
which any species of professional knowledge 


. obtained of course a false estima = 


made. The young man is therefore f 


dustrious study and observation are the nl : 


requisites—that, by an assiduous attention, 


he cannot fail of becoming successful, perhaps 
eminent, — perhaps the very head of his pro- 
fession. Examples are not kept back of ex- 


traordinary elevation by great professional 


acquirements. Men originally of the humblest 
means have thus succeeded Why may not 
he The son of 1 e became Chance. 


lor W adioootl F +1 ani. $25.09 
a arguments are 8ure to e ee 


youthful mind, and the young man, with his 
expectations thus heightened, commences his 
course. But unhappily it too generally turns 

2 | out 
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1 out, chat however considerable may be che 
powers of his mind, and however assiduous and 
industrious he may have been, yet he. will soon 


find himself left far behind, by those who pos- 


ess but moderate capdcities, and who are much 

less assiduous in their application to study. 
_ Mortified at finding himself thus distanced, he 
exerts himself to the utmost ; but still finding 


himself unable to come near to others in his 
attainments, he either relinquishes the pro- 


fession in disgust ; or, if he still follows it, 
being his only chance for a livelihood, it is 


with abated ardor, and the ambi tion fr ex- 


e MP OE +; we 


Not aware of all the 3 en e 
mne source, from which their advantages have 
proceeded, he accuses bimself of stupidity; 
but still wonders at finding the capacities of 


those whom he has, perhaps, estimated 
cheaply, to have so far exceeded his own. But 
the truth is, that the contest has not been fair; 2. 
- vince they have always had the vantage 


n age have 1 the means of ob- 
| taining 


taining the guiding aid of some tene | 
rotors who has directed their labours; who 
| has not. only pointed out the proper subjects 


21 
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of study, but even the order in which those 
subjects are to be taken; who, in a word, 
has taught them where they might reap the 
richest harvest; and has shewn them how best 
to separate the chaff from the grain. Thus 


added, every moment of their study has been 


successfully employed; and their mind has be- | 
come stored with sound and useful knowledge. 
But it has not been so with him, who has 


been bound to wander alone through the wilds 


of science. Unable to distinguish the noxious 
from the salubrious plant, what he collects is 


but of little worth; and, ignorant of the seve- 


ral objects which come before him, he dwells 


on those, perhaps, which are least worthy of 
his attention. After years of close, but ill. 


conducted study, he discovers he has founded 


his knowledge on principles which the better 


informed have rejected, and has stored in his 
mind doctrines which it is absolutely neces- 
ary he should unlearn. | = 
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exertions have been properly directed, that 
his attainments far exceed those vrhichi others 
possess, and that he eagerly sets about ob- 
taining the reward of his toils, an establish- 


ment in his profession; what will be his fate; 


unless his pecuniary resources are sufficient! 
Io pine neglected, supported only by 
tze consciousness of meriting a better fate. 
He, on the other hand, who has the com- 
mand of a full purse, and who, just for argu- 
. ment sake, we will suppose may not have a 
| tpythe of the knowledge which the other pos · 
sesses, engages in the business of the profes- 

sion, with a — and indeed reasonable a a8. | 
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The one, who has * the greatest 


of knowledge, i is timid and diffident, from the 
consciousness of how much he has yet to learn: 
Whilst the other is confident from ignorance, 
not arpcing there to be nn beyond 
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| Evi” nature; imputing to ignarayce;ithat 
which proceeds from real knowledge, com- 
| bined with-modesty.; The confidence of che | 
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all wat is worth attending te is compticedin 
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„ condlusions of anf unf 
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other, aided by those manners which much in- 


tercourse with the busy world creates, will 
draw a favourable attention, and induce the 


multitude to believe him to be fully in pos- 
session of that professional knowledge, in 


which he is so miserably deficient. 
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ais best exertions being able to remove. Vo 
3 ve also, I hope, convinced, that it is a debt 
due, not only to your son, hut to the circle in 
| whiedks may move, «that! his capacity, his 
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TAI pleased to find, as you and 'your 


member of the medical profession, that you 
are convinced he posse 
which I deem essential to a young man in 
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that walk of life. Lou now request of me to 


J point out the peculiar branch of the profession, 
which I believe to be the most eligible for him; 


and, to advise you as to the kind of situation, 

in which you may place him, with the greatest | 
probability of his making the necessary pro- 
' ficiency.—You inform me, that, the fortune 
„„ ; you 
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petence; that it may 
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indeed absist him while 
establishing a business, but that it cannot be 


relied on any farther. This obliges me to re- 


marke, that, by that eircumstance, I think he 
must be excluded from all thoughts of exer- 


cising, ei practice of "physick or of 


surgery alone. I need hardly repeat to you 
the vulgar observation, that à physicinn sel- 


dom obtains bread by his profession, until he 
has no teeth left to cat it. You must have 
observed how late it is before a physician gets 
into full practice; and that few of them begin 
to derive any advantage from their profession, 

until they have attained that time of life, at 
which men engaged in business, or mercantile 


concerns, have generally acquired a handsome 
fortune. Indeed it almost seems, that many 


think a physiciam too young for consultation, 

vale: he has reached his dotage: I have 

myself known a physician, above 1 7 ne 
„ en to * * man i n. 
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1 it is true, fare not 66 in in tis 
respect; but those who rely ande Free of 


surgery alone, will find that cheir first esta · 
blishment must be the result of connections, 
formed with young men of expensive manners; | 
; and indeed. of deba che morals. The form» 
| : ing of SUCI connections, it is to be feared, ; 
may not be accomplished without che waste 
of property, of time, and perhaps of health; 
nor is it a fear void of foundhtion, that modes 
of living, thus almost necestarily adopted, 
may become 80 endeared by habit, as not af. 
terwards to be shaken off. The risque of 
| this must, unhappily, be often run; but even 
this cannot be done, without such an income 
as will support this mode of life, for a con- 
siderable time, with but little aid 1 pw 2 
voy: fees. err e 
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| been, 4 the eupposition that he is intended 
to practice both branches of the profession; 42 
circumstance which will be particularly con- 
venient to me, as I purpose publishing the 
10 5 | thoughts I have thrown together on this oc- 
_ casion, since à very considerable majority of 
it Manns into whose hands these lines may fall, 
| Will be those who are intended to fill, exactly, 
= the same situation, which I now find it neces- 
1 . sary to recommend to your son; and, to them, 
3 its comprehending observations referring, both 
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N to medicine and surgery, cannot t bot render it 
more — 9 a 


be FRAN 5 which next calls for consi- 
1 is what is the best situation in which a 
youth can be placed; and what is the mode of 
study, which will most certainly secure him all = 
the theoretical and practical knowledge, i in the 
science of healing, which, in the present state ” 
of the e can be commutiicated. 3 
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tends all be clawed: in has brknckes/ a” 9 
the healing art, is to find out some —_— 
of respectability / who is properly” established 
as a surgeon and apothecary. With bim. 
paying a proper premium, he fixes his son, 
who has received à common school education, 
as an apprentice for seven years. - At the end 
of this period he is, in general, sent to one of _ 
the hospitals in the metropolis, where he at- e 
tends the lectures, and witnesses the practice ß 
the hospital for a twelvemonth, or en les 1 
time: and, then if a favourable 5 8 = 2 
offers, takes charge of the e ak $80me * 3 
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Now, on full conviction, I assert, that of 
all the modes which could be devised for a 
medical and chirurgical education, this is the + 
most absurd: and is the one which N 5 29 
most certainly exclude a young man n the 2 
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> IE cation adopted, for many of those gen- 
ee who wich oo much credit to themselves, 
ne to their employers practise both 
| branches of the profession, in every part 
of the country; and that it is the mode of 
education which is still almost universally 
artec cannot but be thoroughly aware, of 
nences-of the assertion I make. It 
= . 3 much more calculated to provoke 
5 -  eontuada ſs; an t. obtain assent. "T8 


2 out the great number of those who think dif- 
b * _ fereatly from. 8 and who require, L venture 
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85 . naked) „„ | admitted 


, bo 


PI 
þ | 


ine OR the ** practi 
physic 3 


nd, curgery, to — — . 
16. pts * eee 05. n abilities, = 
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propose: to offer objections. | This pat 
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manner, 10 which the days of # Jeg nen 
thus disposed of, is spent; and then a fair esti- 
mation may be taken, of the advantages and 
disadvantages which belong to this mode of 
err nstru. tion. 1 ö noob i 
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ol necessary exactness, might be just as well il 
Wanne in as many months. The remaining 
| of his apprenticeship bring wich them the | 
— of the art of bleeding, of dressing 
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, tt * 3 presents, fun ds commence 


his, attendance on anatomical lectures; but not 
without having impressed on his mi 


d thathis |. 
© future progress in his studies age on his 
” present vigilance and : attention. Those hours 


Which his lectures do not engage should be 


ä employed i in tracing over the parts which ow 
n the subject of. the preceding lecture, i * 
eme anatomical work, "ig such as, Wi 
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In che senson which intervenes, between 


os period and the next winter course of lec- 
_ tures, - he may be employed in the reading of 
of anatomy, as well as of physio- 

logy, written in as tlie Projec 
 Crones Anatomice of Leber; and the Prim 
Linea Physiologie of Haller; by doing thib 
up, at the same time, his ana- 
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He $hould n now, 511805 endeavour to acquire 
* r correct knowledge of the principles of 
NATURAL | PHILOSOPHY. : "Mi lenit * n 


es of % IE: - 
which bodies . 
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— are influenced; and of) che effects of 
che mechanical powers, will be necessary 4 
enable him fully to understand and admire the 
wisdom, displayed in the fabrication of thie 
1 P. ee or frame- work of man. Nor with». 
” WM this knowledge will he be able to dis- 
ö aue che wonderful contrivance displayed im 
| cular system; in the insertions of the 
muscles; in their arrangement, poi 
| tions, Sec. The properties of light andthe 
' laws of its refraction” -8&c. are absolutely ne. 
, tessary to be known before he studies vision, 
" and the curious adaptation. of parts: diptayed 
in the fabric of the eye, that most perfect f 
all optical instruments. The necessity of 
being informed respecting the general proper- 
ties of fluids, to enable him the better to com- 


animal body, must be evident: and not Jess 
obvious must be the necessity of acquiring an 
ince with the general properties TY 
"ual before he attempts to comprehend che 
Werker * one and the process of Teapiras | 
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prehend those of the circulating fluids in the 


0 


5 W 235 5 E o 
* A x P 9 F oy AT Y 
4 A * 
& * 7 — 
La, 5 8 

. x 2 N 
* By. * & 
* 5 1 


N ; : * } 
1 . N f . \ — f 5 2 


1 sciences will convey, still 


have some time to spare before che commence- 
; ment of his second term of lectures, he may 
= ” etideavour to obtain, at least, so much chemi- 
[| cal inviruction as shall teach him the compo- 
: 2: .  vitjonof the atmospheric air; and enable him 
} ds know how much the very existence of the 
11 Err system depends on the due proportion 
e is constituent parts. He, most probably, 
. ly. possesses a moderate knowledge of the 
/ Brench language; chis he will do well to 
= increase by translating, as occasions offer; 
Some scientific work-written-in that language, | 
= 8 English. Should he also have the time 
(ndnd opportunity, he should endeavour to ob- 
uin such a knowledge of the German as will 
F _ enable him to read,-with a tolerable degree of 
ienti written in that lan- 
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. These, from the anatomical information. 
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which have lately employed him; he will 
now be able to understand, sufficiently to 
secure his attention, and to excite that interest 
Which is due to a science, the k knowledge of 
which is of so much consequence to him. 
During his attendance on the first course of 
this second set of anatomical lectures, he 
should, at the latest, commence the exercise 
of PRACTICAL ANATOMY» If this be pro- 
perly attended to, and a due portion of the 
hours, not employed in dissection and lectures, 


hand notes of tlie physiological lectures, his 


be given to revising and copying the short - N 


time will be fairly, and I doubt not ccc. 7 


fully, e 5 
Ne * 3 3 that I Dank 3 
not, until now, spoken of the use of SHORT- 
HAND NOTES; but the reason is, that during 
anatomical « demonstration, and especially dur- 
ing a . or even a second course of lec- 
tures, an eagerness to take notes, may, in- 
stead of an advantage, prove a considerable 
. The intention of anatomical 
O k By Studies 
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Studies is, to impress on the mind strong and 
faithful representations of the form, situation, 
and structure, of the various parts which con- 
stitute the animal machine. To yield a chance 


of this being accomplished, no other work 


| should be obtruded on the eye, than to steadily 
contemplate the subject which is placed before 


it; attentively listening, at the same time, to 


the explanations of the lecture. This, at 
least to as young an anatomist as your son, 
will, 1 chink, be as much as ought to be at- 
tempted, during his two first courses of lec- 
tures. © Afterwards, the taking of occasional 


notes may be exceedingly proper, such as 


\ those which are proposed to mark any obeer- 
vation, particularly deserving of future atten- 
tion; or, such as, not being understood at the 


moment, may require revision, and compa- 
rison with the accounts respecting it, given by 


some respectable author. During the lectures 
on physiology, and those which are to succeed 


on chemistry, natural philosophy, &c. the tak ing 
of notes will be highly useful, since it secures 
wo mind from n to other zubjects, im- 
. 8 bresses 
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cn eds of cha lets much more 
strongly on the mind, and yields the o opporruy 
nity of * them at a distant period. ® 


Having thus contin bis OPT" i 
his mind will have now become well furnished 
with fundamental knowledge; and his sum- | 
mer course of studies may be of course 
widened: His reading will now be extended 
to the more voluminous works of Haller, 
Monro, &c. by which, with occasional refe- 
rence to his notes, and the exercise of. his 
pencil, his anatomical and physiological attain- 
ments will be considerably increased. He will 
no read some compendium of modern cHE- | | 
MISTRY,/ perhaps the one which I have pub- 
 lished for the use of students may be as proper 
as most, or should he choose a larger work, the 
Principles of Chemistry, by Dr. Gren, 1 is re- 
commendable. iS. 
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The other branches of natural philosophy 

must now be again earnestly attended to; and, if 

n. the knowledge of them should be ac- 
e 8 celerated 


prise two courses of lectures on CHEM 
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celerated, by th 
he yielded, by a a course * nme . 
bition of experiments. C PE 3 TW 


el this period wa may 41 Ae on 
55 his mind, so stro! gly as to be prompt to his 
recollection, the generic characters, at least, 
of disease, from the Nosology of Cullen. Af 

ter this he may read, with advantage, the First 

Lines of the Practiee of Physic, by the same 
celebrated writer: Some systematic treatise of 
_ durgery' may now also engage his attention 
be dhould likewise obtaiti rome knowledge 
3 * the Martina MEDIA. | Mes", 


41d ui how be bers to resume Kis \ Win- 


der course of studies, which must now com- 

on the PRACTICE of PHYSIC, and on the 

* | PRACTICE OF SURGERY, and a continuance 
a Lo openings nere and nme. Xe 


FORE; he wil Log Found qualified” 6 
attend 


happy illustration which will 


third term ent thus flled up, and 
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Th 


nn me to the S of the. nature by = 
disease, and the effects of medicines. In.CLI- 

| NICAL. LECTURES; he will now also be 

enabled to derive. considerable adyantage by 


| ee the hospital 2 as an attentive ob- 
eee „ 91 1 tos i 3 F *. 1 a my 3 


pro alan r the boni he will see, | 


every. moment, some point illustrated, some 


doctrine confirmed, or some rule of practice. 
established; at the same time, almost eyery 
occurrence will serve to deepen the im- 
pr eas, which it has been the 
endeayour of his. teachers to imprint on his 
mind. Appropriate reading must, at the ame 
ume, be had recourse to, with cages, atten- 
tion ; but I forbear to speak here of the choice 
of the books to which his mind must be di- 
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The heals of by TY "EN zeverer stu- 


dies . be usefully , and pleasingly employed, 
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in the POP of BOTANY, 2021 in wala to 
the medicinal virtues of the various plants 
with which the God of e adorns "ONT 
| enriches the face of the cart ae 
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- Thefourth winternow arrives, bringing with 
it the opportunity of prosecuting the same 

8 studies, with the additional advantage of in- 
creased eagemess and attention; the know- 
ledge already gained, having still * ex-. 
cited the desire to learn. 524 5 
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Mongr 1D ANATOMY must now rank among 


his studies; being pretty well acquainted wich 


| - gress; and to obtain more correct ideas respect- 


the natural appearances of the several parts of 
the human body, and with the symptoms, as 
well as the proximate causes of the geveral dis- 
eases, he will be enabled to mark the ravages 
which diseases make, to trace them in their pro- 


ing the diagnosis, the prog nosis, and of even 
_ the mode of cure of various diseases. | 
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At the aac of this winter his ond 
tous will be such that he will be fully capable 
7 undertaking the office of dressing pupil; 


continuing, at the same time, a strict atten- . - 
tion to clinical instructions, without which he 


can never possess that accurate knowledge of 
disease, on which, alone, can be founded 
| Koper for a successful exer i e 18 * mn 
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To derive hat fair a a 1 this 
situation may afford, he should, at least, re- 
uin it for twelve months, in which time, the 


opportunities for useful observations, must ex- 


ceed those which would be yielded, by alma J 
E.. od n as Ou mas 8 
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. the THR six A of FRY | 


1 be enabled to attend any course of lec- 


tures, which inclination, or a sense of deficiency 
may point out. The knowledge he has acquired 
will have convinced him of its importance, 
and will render him eager to derive all the ad- 


 vantages he can from anatomical demonstra- 


2 . tion. 
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ore, ; bo anxious: to attend to this ane als. 


a 


mau en . to nated | plan, 


that it appears to you too expensive. 220 
| which: i 1 Should al 


SWeTr, that the whole EX |} 
pence, including his support, would not very 
much exceed that which you. would suffer in 


paying a premium to a man of respectabili . 
and in making up the defici | 
| 3 at Wade gk? en en, 


* 1 N * =. + 1 8 0 


encies of his edu- 


” ks a ee e „ 


F rages which belong to each mode, and you 


will their discover, that an apprenticeship, 


xcept to an hospital-8urgeon, poszeges, | 
comparatively, none; you will also diseo- 


ver, that, by the other, each science being 


learnt in its due order, ia more perfectly. ac- 


quired; and not only that the sciences which 
axe first learnt render the following ones more 


asy 3 3 n.. 


it 


\ bh : 1 | 5 
| it were, by a reflex operation, ny calling W 
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exercise those first learnt, give _ mind a 


1 * 0 5 | 


brech and vronger hold on them. 
; e 1 


But the grand dae 10 wh} wn Gy 
your attention is, that a young man who has 


served an apprenticeship, to an apothecary and 


surgeon, will require that which his friends 
will be seldom dis posed to allow him three 
seasons of lectures; and, at least, half as long 
attendance on an hwspital, before he can de 
duly qualified.” This must, of necessity, bring 


him to the age of four-and- twenty, when his 


attainments, in all probability, would not ex- 
ceed those of a youth at nineteen, whose edu- 
cation has been gy" in the mode I have | 


described. 
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"Thus, with no more expence, four or five. 
years advance in knowledge would be ob- 


tained; the advantage of which, through life, 


must be immeasurable. In a word, I am 
confident that, for a young man intended to 
practice both professions, no apprenticeship 
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ON THE BEST MEANS OF OBTAINING INSTRUCTION, BY _ 
_ A PUPIL ATTENDING AN HOSPITAL, IN THE — 
Md ae | EUSTOMARY MODE. ans AN . 


Moral Conduct. Pleasure, its Interference with study. Courage. industry. 
|  — Short-band Notes. order of Study. importance of Practical Anatomy. 
Nosology,—Symptomatology. -—Partiality of Attention to Operations - 

Clinical Lectures. —Chemistry.-—Natural Philocophy.-—Multiplicity of Stu- 
dies. Correction of those States of the Mind den i 
of one Season mme 15 15 | 3 5 
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u BEAR vouxe FRIEND, | | = 
A FTER a very long silence, of not tb : 


55 than seven years, I the other day re- 

ceived a letter from your worthy father. As 
is often the case, he acknowledges the com- 
mission of one fault to excuse him for the 
commission of a less; he says nothing would 
hardly have prevented the continuance of our 
correspondence, but the consciousness of hav- | 


72 55 ing acted wrong by me; in having, after giv- 


in 18 me 50 much trouble, adopted a mode of 
education 


0 


education for: you, not + amy different From 
chat 1 recommended, but exactly that, the dis- 
aer which 1 Jad endes roured., to dis- A 
1 og sorry eee this. rer could = 
hays occasioned a suspension of our corres- 
pondence; and particularly o, since, from 
Certain difficulties I have, myself, Had to sur- 
mount, 1 had been rendered capable of aid- i 
ing you in the progress of your studies, by a 
few, not unimportant hints... That opportu- 
nity is, However, now offered me; and 
depend on. it I, embrace it. with the utmost 
readiness, and with the most e zl. for 
x: * welfare and prosperity. ni MS 


} 


© Perguaded by. the "remonstrancys of his 
neighbour, Mr. —, who; 1 know, has a 
yoo 7 of LS. than the nei ighbour- 
15 ing medical gentlemen, : and, actuated by no 
small regard to old customs, he informs - 
me chat he placed you apprentice to his neigh- 
| , 3 that Your . of e is 
e Just 


„ 


just * and unt you, far om 
With your professional acquirements, are — - 
arrived at London, for the purpose of com- ä 
W pleting your medical and chirurgical educa- 
tion, by a twelvemonth's attendance at an 
hospital, and on all the lectures which that 
period will enable you to attend. He intreats 

me, therefore, to address to you such adviee 

as I think may at all benefit you—a request 
e ec not to o be nene . 
. 1. d n kriend, Snow . 8 

tod much of the gravity of age, and een 

seem to go beyond the line appointed me; and 

: assume the language of a guardian of moral, 
impute it to my zeal for you, and to my eager. 
ness of accomplishing, to the best of y 
power, the task I have undertaken. But be 
aszured that I do not propose to moralize un- 
necessarily, or any farther than I think max 
prevent the adoption of such habits, as may 
considerably interfere with a due attention to 
your Studies, at & period s0 momentous. In- 
N — do I. think may epend on y 
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conduct, in this: respect, that 1 e che 
| liberty with you, of making this part of 105 
e eee . 


The change you bee xperienced ca 
bur de very onsiderable; and 1 eee 4 
highly dangerous to any young man not able 
to exert a very large portion of self-denial. 
You have left a situation where, from the 
form and regularity which directed the family, 
you must have been under much restraint; but 
now you suffer no other checks than those 
which arise from your on sense of propriety. 
Whilst with Mr. you associated, in- 
deed, with those with whom he associated, and 
Shared with the family 1 in their domestic amuse- 
ments. But it is much to be suspected, that 
che pleasures there intended you were not of 
chat cast, likely to satisfy the wishes of a2 
young mam of a lively turn. In London, on 
5 the contrary, amusements will attract you at 
every turn; public spectacles, feasts, balls, 

and assemblies will daily hold out their tempta- 

tions; ; and — under * laacinaring. # 7 
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form, will seek to secure you in her snares. 
Your constant associates, induced by a fond- 
ness for your company, will too frequently. 


employ every artifice to inveigle you into a 


participation of their amusements. Happy . 
will it be for you, and truly praise - worthy will 


4 


you degerve to be esteemed, if prudent consi- 


derations induce you but moderately. to share 
in such indulgences; and heartily shall I re- 


joice, if ought I say should have the effect x; 


of repressing those inclinations which may 
arise and prompt you, in e to your 
better * : Pe TL 
1 1 however, in remembrance, chat 1 
am not here pretending to deliver a judgment 
on the propriety, or impropr iety of these plea- 
sures, in themselves; but merely so far as re- 


s pects the inroads they must make on the most 
precious time, and their interference with oc - 
85 cupations $80 truly important. Consider, that 
in these few months you must possess yourself _ 


of that knowledge, | on the I of 
: hi you fu 
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regard your faithful attent 
not as a point on which your choice should 


_ 
2 


und the happiness. —nay lives, of many around 
you may depend: then you will, ba | 


be exercised, but as a sacred duty enjoined by 


conscience; a breach of which cannot be com- 


mitted, without failing in your duty both to 


God and man. You are, I am satisfied, suf- 


ficiently awake to such considerations to ſeel, 
fully, the force of what I here address to you; 


deed, T do not fear your want of coinci- 


dence of opinion on this point, nor do I doubt 
but you will form Us best of determinations. 


Sull farther am I from * droll. 


gecy and debauchery from you; I am only 
anxious to guard you against chat great waste 


of time, which proceeds from the small, but 
frequent deviations, from that course of studies 


Wn HUB har Picfored 26 himsen 
You may depend on it, if these are not ee 


against, your twelve months will slip by you 


unprofitably, and you will perceive, wick 


. * * that A have not made 
that : 
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ol enn "OW yout torn: care unt the of 


ct with yous: fellow- 
students; before these are formed, be assured 


that the habits of those you are Ape e 


unite with are young men whose habits are 


congenial, with that course which your good 
judgment has determined you to adopt. One 
intimacy with any one of a contrary disposi- 


tion will be sufficient to derange your whole 
plan; his opportunities of interference will be 
50 frequent, and unexpected; and his propo- 


als may appear to be 80 harmless, and likely 


to interfere so little with your arrangements; 

that you may not discover the injury he has 
done you, until your studies are 80 broken 
into, that you find it hardly in your power to 
repair the mischief. Nor does the injury pro- 


codey dy! from the wad imperceptible 
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pected ; and whict 15 e v . one © would 5 | 
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to express, by familiarly describing a situation 
to which you may be frequently exposed; 
with the ill consequences which may ensue 


from a want of resolution to act as prudence 
dictates. An associate invites you to accom- 

pany him to the play; but you, knowing that 
vou have some evening lecture to attend, with 
prudence beg to be excused, 1. stating your wish 
not to lose the lecture, as it is on a suhject, 


respecting which you are anxious to obtain 
information: besides you wish not to omit 
taking notes of each lecture regularly. Your 


objection is opposed, by the observation, 
that you really make too much of a slave 


of yourself you must have some little amuse- 


ment, besides our frienc 


here will promise 


you the loan of his notes of the lecture; and we 
shall return home from the play directly. 
hs, if 3 n are you en- 


ticed 1 
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: ticed into the party; and when you” | 4 
0 the play. house are, probably, joined 1 | 


wow on the loan of whose notes” ven de. "2 
pended. The evening passes pleasantly, and 9 
cannot be concluded without à bit of supper, 
and a glass of wine 88. Circ 
freely, until the conviviality of the evening | 
is such as, to render your attendarice at any * A k 
the morning lectures impossible. | Vour heal 


- and your spirits are low, you 


t dust to a friend for the notes of the even 4 
h Pann thee? are not 80 R 
5 YO 


n MW Thus 468 or doch lem are lest 0. you 
it the conn of your notes is interrapted, 
Ir and your intended set of manuscript lectures 
ndered impetfect; you, therefore, are 
e disappointed i in gratifying your” laudable pri as. ; 
of acquiring, during this course „ com et — | 
et of notes of the differet beeteret. „ 
e comphishing of this design is, therefore, o. 
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1 nee an warp your reiben of in. 
dustry, and influence your determinations, 
when exposed to similar invitations. Inclina. 
tion will prompt you to say— well, this is but 
the firs set of lectures, I will snatch what in- 
atruction 1 can from them; but they are al. 
ready broken into, another evening or two 
6 will Not make much difference; and next 
5 course shall exper ience no interruption. But, 
unbappily, habits of pleasure are soon formed, 
and with difficulty destroyed; and such con- 
neetions' as are made, during these parties, are 
too likely to become further incitements to si- 
milar indulgences; hence there will exist but 
little Probability that the subsequent courses 
- will 5 * chan * t. tinned 
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"Tbs, ay young Cott u will perceive 
| PR those little deviations which, in themselves, 
can only be objected to by a very strict system 
of morality, may very likely become power- 
= subversive of those excellent principles of 
conduct, which your judgment, and the good- 
dates of your 9 . Tam sure, in- 
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dine you to adopt: tos, 0 my ybuug 
frier e 1 trust,! receive wat T am 
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woralibtal: but chat 1 inteffere only with chat 
2 pears to me to be likely to affect the 
2 your Studies” "On: this priveipls 3 
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eir TOME wilt __ to be so corrert and 
80 extensive as 


to leave you, in your estimation, very fur ben 


hind them: so far, indeed, may the distance 


seen, aß 80 be too likely to have an injdribus 


4 


ect in depressing your courage, and in deptioa 


von reach: 5 in facts. .you 
1 as abjecta degerving 1 
Admitation; but presume not to 
* idea of competition, and hardly, inde 
mmitation. But pause alittle, defore youy 
3 is made up on this point; make a little en- 
3 von will. find, that, in genetal, 
en these young men mmenced thejs hos: 


"7 9 122 their acquirements did 
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| 8 | they baue chus improved. are now placed be; 
| - fore yon; for. that a shit attention to their 
. later studies have made all che difference you 
s %  ponceive:;- 1 11 fines THO. 41 | AY 31 GI 
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ö r h welt in in proper. effet: 


t9-8trentyous. werdens, Pa well founded g 
them in theix acquine- 


SHORT-HAND NOTES may not, however, be 5 


wary mat be cployl; "and that-you 


1 to acquire that, in ade n space of a 
year, which, according to the opinion I de- 
livered to your father, in a former letter, 
would require three or four: no unnecessary 


relaxation or — e indul- 


te 


r wha enti 
fore or after your present professional 
ments; than to admit such an interference, 
during a period which should be ee 0 
the most serious nennen e "i 

rh will x not pay you 80 Aoki to 
imagine, that wy ae is necessary, toy 


useless. During anatomical 
* * with * the lectures 
no 1 4 e "8 


taking of notes will be foui 
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ons ebener. or natu al dad are 15 
5 eee by taking the attention too much 
from the objecis, on which the eye should be 
almost constantly detained. e ctures 
„ e, _— and, in those of 


taking of notes may be rather 


there are no —.— 


8 objects — to the view, for the purpose 


of impressing the images on the mind, the 


greatest advantage. | By these vou ad be | 


and to 3 various 


| ere you. have. been taught; but, per- 
baps, the greatest advantage they afford is 
, = the unremitted attention which they necessa- 
rily excite; acting as a constant monitor, and 
preserving the mind from straying, 80, that 
7 nothing, material can pe unrecorded. wilt 


. — . perseverance ; . "bs the incon- 
venience experienced in the performance of. 
. is, of , en to show its uti- 
1 iy, 


| | 


A „ 
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impression inten 
The copying of tl 
ercise of recollection to fill-up 
which cannot but occur, must r x 
15 pressions eee Get i Ka 
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secured; for it must be considered, that chose 
interruptions of attention, to avoid which this 


exertion Is required, must be immediately de- 
tected by the writer of notes; but occur un- 


noticed to others, ho insensibly indulge, 


some indeed more than others, in little digres- 


sive reveries, which cannot but impair 
to be made on the m1 


these notes fair, and the ex- 
those mn 


and if to this we add, that, by this r 


ideas are conveyed to the mind in an order 
more favourable, both for comprehension and 
recollection, than when received more desul- 


torily, every thing 8 curely is said requisite ta 


show 0 . nn. . e use of 
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ad: che attention requighte, 
in taking notes, to be inconvenient would 
„ may be assured, pay much less ts 
tention than he expects, if it were not thus 
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9 dress Kaige Ie 
give a word or bo on a practice, to which 
I have already hinted— employing the notes 
taken by others. This, I have reason to sus- 
pect, is much too frequently adopted. The 
Lonsideration that the assistance of another's 
_*  motes'can' be obtained, will frequently turn 
' the balance, wavering between duty and in- 
dulgence. But consider, that notes are 8eldom : 
FE naken so fully, as to carry on the subject con- 
i _ eectedly, or as to comprise nearly the whole 
ff that has been delivered; bub are, in general, 
4 taken only with sufßcient celerity, 't6 allow of 
making down such observations, as appear to 
the writer i be of importance, from their 
not haviz g occurred to bim before in the saine | 
18 point of view. But do you not at onee see 
bo inefeient this mode must be? The tablet 
ll. _& your respective minds are not filled by the 
dame objects; consequently the ideas requisite 
| -! garage er ano 
wer notices as important, not having before 
Heard them, observations which, perhaps, are 
N indelibly * on your mind ; and, 
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ct; aud by 
Which, pare wh 600 be made to « corttiibuts" to 
their removal. Anatomy chen must be your 
fist e and chief object; and such an arrange 
ment must be formed as shall secure tö it a 
r of attention; but, in tliat manner, that 
. e * not woo much interfere with the other 
quiry. This, 1 believe; will 
bed best Loe * taking only occasional _ 
_ Gifting your lectures in your first cobrse; 
that none of tlie intermediate time, bet 
ne lectures, will de taken up i fin? but; 

* pt that, *WHIH"Yout attendance on the hos- 
e equires, the whole of it may be 
dissection. Thus you will be at- 
taining the utmost anatomical e e 0 19 0 5 


ee 00 ht. 1690, eee 


en ape are idbeblidns, x and 
30 little are hospital students sometimes a ware of 
His, Fleet at their umts, that r must thers D 


site for obtaining eufßcient anatom 
ledge than a regular attendance on them. But 
a few visits to the dissecting-room would 
show him the necessity of paszing a wy con. 
a * * time chere. Ne 


s "3 . 1 1 
. 5 17 5 


the een exhibited 4 in consequence they are 
shon to the spectators in an unnatural state, 
in which; any idea of their relative con 
cannot, but very imperfectly, be communicated. 
Hence, although the pupil may, by such lee 
tures and demonstrations, gain a very exact 
idea of the form and structure, as well as of 
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— amanner, as to be likely to in 


duce the pupil to suppose, that little more is requĩ- 
atomi al know 


\The remoral « . . to ah made, 


the u uses of the respective parts; he must ob- 


fect idea of their appearance 
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subjected to the knife in every operation; and 


hence be enabled to judge of their safety and 


utility. Be assured, that, although anatomi- 


cal lectures are sufficient to furnish that gene- 20 
ral knowledge of the human body, which is 
desirable by him, who takes up the science, 


merely as a branch of natural philosophy, 


without a view to practical application; yet 
to the physician, but particularly to the sur- 
geon, sedulous attention to dissections 4 is ab- 


solu ny: nf . N 
n supplies you with a i of 
"the form and situation of the various organic 
h parts of ms: 80 will PHYSIOLOGY teach 
you the More minute structure of these, a 
constituent parts of which they are formed, 
| and 6 variety of organie | 


zation \ 


a 


4 
N 


examination, with a pleasing . and a 
well founded confidence. The anatomical 1 
knowledge, he chas obtains, will be such too 
as will allow him to follow, with his mind's 
eye, the ravages of internal disease; and pre- 
cisely to know the different parts which are 


80 
zation: FRE: + Widwor' a knowledge: of 


physiology, it will be impossible for you, even | 


to comprehend those changes, the proximate 
causes of disease, which accompany each de- 


viation from health. Physiology, GOO 


W demands ee, attention. 
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| -- Before you Amend edel, ene and | 
clinical lectures, assure yourself that the | 
euasiest part of medicine and surgery, is to e. 


move curable diseases; if their natures are but 
known: and, that the most difficult task is, 


to obtain that knowledge which voso 


teaches, by which one disease is distinguished 


from another. A moment's consideration can 


hardly be wanting, it may be supposed, to 
discover this; and yet I am assured, that it is 


very common to see young men, compara- 
tively inattentive, whilst the difinition and 


pathognomic symptoms of disease are being 


taught; and seeming to reserve then 
the exercise of all their attentis 3 
Methodus Medendi. 


— — of knowledge, only, has no 
1-1 e right 


right to expect satisfactory success. 2 


self of those propositions, and of the mode 


of reasoning, by which the inferences has 
been deduced; Previous to attempting to pos- 
zess yourself of a mode of treating diseases, 
acquire, therefore, a knowledge of those diag- 
nostic - Symptoms, which char acterise each 
disease, and which mark the difference be- 
Learn 
the nature of those morbid changes, which 
form the proximate causes of disease; and 
inform yourself respecting the various cir- 
cumstances, which become che remote or 


tween those of similar appearances. 


occasional „ TIN Ee 


16. 8 dis previous knowledge, 


you form to.  yourself a system of medical 
practice, is practice, 
the precepts delivered from a 


chair, n justly peaking, be only a wen 4 


3 * 
; G 


tice of medicine, as taught by a lecturer; is © 
a'collection of inferences,” drawn from pre- 
vious propositions; and cannot be fully | 
understood, unless the mind has possesse 2 


hough founded on | 
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of quackery. Vou will only acquire a set of 


ordinary oocurrence; whereas the man of | 
science derives, from bis well co aducted stu- 
dies, certain established principles, which 


serve for the foundation of rational and salu- | 
tary, general practice; and which will also as. 


ist him, when employing analogy and compa» 
rison, to discover the nature of such cases as 
are marked by uncommon appearances. Von 
will, doubtless, perceive, that 
which I have now said, respecting the necessity 
af obtaining a just knowledge of the nature of 
disease, in the practice of medicine, must be 

_ TE in the n of an 


1 kin I . © too . par- 
| tiality, which young students are apt to mani - 
fest, for the manual or operative part of sur- 
gery; learning it rather as an art, than a 
science, I perceive that it «py with still 
greater force. The fandness for his 
i 1— ms pupil, is eaxily accounted. 


rules, applicable to a certain set of cases, of 


every thing 


2 — ot 1 ee 1 
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student anxiously endeavours to inform him- 
self of every step of an operation, which ap- 
pears to him 80 easy to imitate, und 

be thinks, would, nevertheless, secut 
hi fame mn en me "JR. OY AO wr wen 


FW 
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But, rene Wicks, 1 inet apprize you, 
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u 

Much is to be learnt, before the skill you have 
Vitnessed, can be imitated — consider what 
ft. has preceded the operation. The surgeon 
vas called in an incipient state of the disease, 
when its characters were but faintly marked; 

he then had to employ his abilities in endea- 


1 being done, farther knowledge was required, 
to resolve on a mode of treatment most lkely | 
io arrest its progress. This, from the result 
of the g se, we learn to have been unsuc- 
sful; and, in consultation, perhaps, with a 
rival, he had to relate the progress of the 
bene, — ag cure; 
G 2 7 —_— 


and with the happiest success: the operator 
obtains the applause which is due, and our 


that celebrity is not thus cheaply purchased. 


vouring to discriminate tlie disease. This 
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subjecting the opinions he had formed, at pe- 


riods most unfavourable for decision, to he 
judged of by another, who sees the disease 


fully developed, in an advanced stage. The 
diseage proving incurable, but by operation, 


did nothing else remain but to exhibit his skil- 


ful dexterity ?—Yes, my young friend, he 


had first to assure himself of the extent of the 
disease, that it might not manifest itself again, 
after a cure had been supposed to have been 
accomplished by the operation; to measure 


the powers of life, and determine if they were. 


equal to support the patient, through the tem- 
porary aggravation of his weakness and of his 
sufferings; and, lastly, to pass in idea through 


every part his knife was to sever, and to ascertain 
whether the operation, considered by itself, was 


admissible or not. Having done all this, he | 
proceeds to the operation ; and now, having 


reviewed what I have just written, suppose 


the operation performed with the utmgst pos- 


sible skill, and will you not yet allow, that the 
operation has been the least exertion of the 


e 8 abilities; and n the judgment to 


tn detect 


Aelett the nature of a hidden Aae and the 
skill to prevent its attaining a malignity re- IF 
quiring operation, are qualifications, at least, 1 
equally necessary, with that of being able to q 
en —_— in ee Jo the kale. 9 5 


Be not Adcinabed by the inches ee of ope- 
ration, nor believe that you can become 4 


| skilful surgeon by any such short ways; on 9 
ame contrary, be assured, that before you can ( \ 
pretend to that character, you must submit WW 
' to long and heavy—and even wearisome'plod- 1 
3 ding, through the paths of science. Your eyes | 


must be almost constantly employed in ob- [of 
serving, and your mind in recording. Thus WW. 
only can you attain that skill which will ren- 
der the exercise of your profession pleasant 
and satisfactory, which, without it, would be 
a source of the severest mortification and as '.- 1 
appointments. „„ ons 1 

Neatnews, - in the application of dresings 4 } 
and bandages, is very desirable to be attained ; = 
but be careful not 10 run into finicalness in 1 
DEE: his 
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this point. It is very true, that, on the other, 
| hand, you should be on your guard lest you 
acquire habits of slovenliness; and, therefore, 
4 only mean to warn you against wasting that 
time in too great nicety, which might be em- 
ployed in contemplating the character of the 


wound or sore, or any disease placed before your 
eyes; in impressing, indelibly, on your mind, 


the peculiar unhealthful appearances you may 


perceive, in tracing the causes of these up to 
their sources, and tee the nn salu- 
tary or deer weise, of che a Neans | en 


'F suspect you will think me too 8 
with the subject I next select for your 
attention; for, supposing you even ignorant | 
of medicine, and much of your time to be 
required for your anatomical pursuits, yet Ican- 
not refrair from enjoining you, not to lose the 
least opportunity of CLINICAL INSTRUCTION. 


Consider for a moment, and you will perceive 


that clinical lectures are, to the practice of 
medicine, what dissection is to anatomy 


it is demonstration By n. lectures, dis- 


ease 


— 


ease is, as it were, embodied, and brought 
before the student, as a subject for his leisure 
examination. By these, the tutor is enabled to 
illustrate the nature of diseases; to teach their 
various differences, by actual comparison of 
those which approximate in appearance; and 
to impress their several characters on the mind 
of his pupil; to make him mark their growth 
and declension; to call on him to compare the 
ideas he has formed of disease, with disease ; 
actually in existence; to render him conversant 
wich the use of medicines, and with their va- 
rious effects. Thus might I proceed in enu- 
merating the advantages which may be | 
yielded to you, by an attendance on clinical 
lectures; but all that remains shall be sum- 
med. up, in saying, that he who engages in 
practice, without this species of instruction, 
must be supposed to know diseases only by 
description; and when the fallacious appear- 
ances and proteal forms, which diseases as- 
me, are considered, it is really to be appre- 
bende then consequences, too unple-sant to 
. on, must then succeed. He, on the 
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of their studies. They obtain 


tend their ak en they have themselves 


* — if 
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ary, ho! has thus had diseases placed 


| before him, their various lineaments pointed 
out, and their peculiar cast and character ren- 


dered familiar to him, has not that knowledge 


to acquire, at the expence of the ease, and, 
N perh aps, — it must be said, - truth demands it, 
the lives of those who fly to him for succour. 


I need not enlarge on the necessity of your 
ttendance on lectures on medicine, and sur- 


| gery- But I fear I have too much reason to 
say, that pupils are too frequently satisfied 


with, a much less portion of instruction in CHE- 
Mis TRY and NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, than is 
really necessary for the successful prosecution 
some general 
knowledge of these sciences, and then rest 
satisfied, not aware, that the want of sufficient 


intelligence, in this respect, may injure them, 


when established in their profession. Al- 


though the ignorant may be satisfied with the 


advice of the ignorant, intelligent men, very 
properly, seldom fix on a medical man to at- 
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| i tried and proved him, by conversation; on 
| WU different topics; or, that they have had a fa- 
. vourable report of his me nn those _ 
% | esteem n competent to Judge. 


® | Newt W 

| esteemed an essential part of a liberal education; 
8 chemistry, too, from the curious and interesting 

phenomena it yields, and from the astonishing 

5 discoveries it is continually producing in the 

| animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms, has 

| excited such general attention, as almost to 

have become the fashionable science. From 

wle frequency with which these two sciences 

| are studied, by gentlemen, not of the medical 

| profession, there is every reason to suppose, 

| you will often meet with those whi® may be 

c disposed, to employ the knowledge they pos- 

| sess, as a test of your's. Should you, in this 

dase, be found to be well informed, you ne- 

coessarily will rise in their esteem; but how 

despicable would be the opinion they would 

form of the professional man whom they had 

found wanting in | these sciences; the imme- 

| diate 
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of | medicine, is 80 generally known. You | 
must clearly see how much injury such a dis- 


covery must do you immediately with them 


but that is the least you have to dread. Those 


in matters of science, generally look up to such 


characters, as I have described, to model their 


own conduct by; and were you to be held but 
slightly in esteem by one of these oracles of 


the neighbourtiood, the mischief you n. 
_ suffer n we youy re | 


£ P 


1 e eee ed y as your can to 
theaudy of both these sciences—but, perhaps, 


although aware of the importance of following 


the advies I offer, and possessed of an hour or 
two, which might be thus employed, you are 
fearful that your progress will be checked, by 
your attention being directed to so many sub- 
jects at once; but if you make the experiment 
you will find, that the mind, like the sto- 
mach, though soon cloyed with one kind of 


. may have its appetite excited again, 


. even 
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even to eagerness, by placing before it 2 little 
variety. The old cautionary maxim, against 
having too many irons in the fire, at a time, 
1 dare say occurs promptly to you here; but 
I am ready to oppose it, with, I hope, an 
useful observation, — that, by having more 
irons in the fire than . ns hs "_ 
have one hot. EY 


By e in — of differen =Y 
jects, the student will experience a © 
siderable advantage, as he W er, be 
enabled to attach himself longer to his studies, 
and with less fatigue of mind. Thus, when 
having toiled for some hours in turning over 
the leaves of a dictionary or lexicon, classical 
research has become so irksome, and even 
disgusting, that a few minutes more attention 
to it would, with difficulty, be obtained; if 
some other subject of study be taken up, he 
will find his mind attack it, not only with re- 
newed vigour, but with a pleasurable avidity, 
arising from its being engaged in attention to 
a new object; : on the same principle, perhaps, 
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us the eye seeks relief, in change of colour; 


I must, however, observe, that this gratifi- 
cation to the mind should not be permitted, 
beyond certain limits; lest such a degree of 
instability be generated, that the student lose 
the power of fixing his mind long enough on 
one subject, to render his studies at all effi- 


cient. Nay, should this instability already 


exist, to such a degree as has been just de- 


scribed, the utmost pains should be taken to 


restrain it; the mind should be forced into 
continued attention to one subject, however 


much it may be disposed to fly from it. Ma- 


ner as ek e 2 of: the af in whos. 


thematical enquiries have been recommended, 


as useful in producing that tone of mind, which 


favours this uniform exercise of its powers; 


and, certainly, by resolutely persevering in 
such studies, the mind being thus frequently 
fixed on one object, will gradually gain those 
habits of abstraction 80 ee pe to W kind 
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But 
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But nde these bee be n or 
5 the time for them be spared, with too much in- 
terruption. to the attainment of those sciences, 
more particularly the object of his attention, 
he then should set himself some task, rendered 
interesting by the importance of the informa- 
tion it conveys, and firmly resolve on perse- 
verance, in attention, until its accomplishment. 
Considering that, if notwithstanding his con- 
viction of the importance of the acquisition, 
he should be unable to bend his mind, suffi- 
ciently to it, he would be forced, however 
| unwilliogly, to admit that his mind is unequal. 
attaining that knowledge which the pro- 
hun requires. But, this desponding idea 
must not be too readily admitted he should 
again try, — and again —let him make the task 
at first but small, then gradually enlarge it, 
resolving not to be conquered. Thus will he 
be assured of victory, his mind will become 
strong by repeated success, and he confirmed 
in his resolutions, by the pleasure arising from 
self- gratulation, on the value of his ee : 


ments. 
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the exercise of a FO Jegree of attention 
to your first winter course of lectures, you 
Will acquire so considerable a portion of know- 
ledge of the most interesting nature, that you 
will not be able to avoid looking back, and 
making the comparison with your former al- 
most untaught state. Gratified by perceiving 
the progress you have made, and now fully 
convinced of the great importance of every 
moment of your present time, you cannot re- 
quire to be prompted to diligence: a laudable 
emulation will be e e to excite you to 
_ fill up. the otherwise vacant 
with NP reading those books 
i nde to your attention, by the 
s, whose lectures you at- 
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: «Dim. me, PK to n one PR 
_ _ er two. Never” read. but with your pen 
in your hand, and your common place book 
beside you, in which you will enter such pas- 
ages as strike your mind by their novelty 
and portance. Besides this, you will do 
Tl well 
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ll to strive, to make your extracts from the 
more interesting and valuable books, in the 


form of a regular analysis: thus you will, not 


only secure che individual passages which ex- 
cite your notice, but, by placing them in the 
order of arrangement in which you find them, 
you will have them stored in your memory in 
that series which will best serve for their future 
recolleetion; and, at the same time, furnish 
your mind with a andes! ee of the 
: OT a 8 870 79 6 t 
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IRS at di one wel bene you se- 


leet for reading be in one of r languages, 


so that the knowledge you have obtain- 


ed of the Greek or Latin may be aug- 


| _ mented. rather: than be suffered to. be lost. 


: The same advice applies, with equal force, 
to any other language you may have acquired; 


French and ne tongue, I am obliged to 


and, indeed, when 1 consider the numerous 
scientific works which are written in the 
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studies the following winter, would be 


guilty of: the knowledge you will, by then 
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would lead me to say.—It will, also, I trust, 
induce you to believe, with me, that the lec- 


sufficient fully to qualify any pupil; unless his 
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the OBSTETRIC ART. By mentioning it last, 
F © by no means wish to insinuate that 3+ is 


I have not yet mentioned the study of 


üg ; of n languages among your accom- f 
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To n to Abet the course f your 
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presumption, beyond what I wish to be 


have acquired, will suggest to you every 
thing, which an eagerness for your welfare 


tures and attendance of one Season are not 


capacity and genius be wonderfully pre- emi- 


We" least deserving your regard ; on the con- 
rary, on every account, it will demand a 
very close attention, and will handsomely re- 


ww Kang for it. But when 1 consider the 
multitude 
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mul titude of important attentions with which 
oyed, by performing 

eady set before you, I sus- 
pect that opportunities could not be found, to 
paid to this at the 
same time. Besides, th practice of midwifery 

FETT 

cannot be duly learnt, „ nor the peculiar diseases 


of puerperal women, nor of suckling children, 
d, unless the mind has previously = 


A: ue portion of anatomi- 
cal; " physiological, and nosological 
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mrs FOR THE CONDUCT OF A YOUNG MAN, ENTERING 
T "ON Tur DUTIES OF THE MBDICAL PROFESSION. ' 1 
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FRIEND; 14 5 4 
is with extreme pleasure 1 


1 9 * 


irn, that 


3 | your hospital studies are completed, with 
+, - - 8atisfactic and with the appro- 
bation of your different teachers. Fearful 


your years will not yet likely to give 
=”: ient in a neighbour- 
5 5 hood, you are, I understand, at a loss how 
bk you shall dispose of yourself, at the present; 
1 and I learn you have some thoughts of obtain- 
ning a situation in the navy. Towards direct- 


ne "wy Ra in 5 neee I must make 
ible to obtain 


1 
| 
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too much professional information, it is in 


cumbent on you to endeavour so to dispose of 


yourself, for the time which precedes your 
establishment, that you may be in the way of 
en s an furch er accession of knowled 255 


von telly e say Mink; OY it -were 
within the reach of your finances, you would 


attend this season to the ptactice of some other 


hospital; that the knowledge you already pos- 
sess might be corrected and confirmed. Pera 


mit me to repeat what 1 have already said, 


that the lectures and demonstrations you obs 


tain in one year s attendance, is not sufficient 
—trust to me, that this is the trutii; and let 
5 of situation be influenced by this 
consideration. Obtain, if possible, and 1 


conceive it may be done without much diffi- 


culty, such a situation, with some established 


professionel man, as from the practice y 
will Witness, will augment your knowledge, 


and may assist in furnishing you with che 


means of attending, at least ang Ins 
Ws 1 demonstrations. een ee 
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Wich * to your — in the navy, 


there is much to be considered. In the first 
place, it is necessary ta enquire whether you 


are fully qualified for the situation of a sur- 
geon of a ship, since, if that should not be 
the case, you certainly are not qualified for the 
situation of a surgeon 's-mate, It is necessary, 
in many situations, but particularly in a man 


of war, that a subordination of rank should 


sometimes exist, without even a subordination 
of abilities, The first, and even the second 


lieutenant of a ship of war, should possess 
qualifications equal to those of the captain 
himself, since, should accident deprive the 
ship's company of their captain, there should 
not be a chance of their being sacrificed byythe 


| ignorance of his successo. The same princi- 
ple, undoubtedly, directs that the abilities of 


2 aurgeon's mate should be such as would 


If aufficiently qualified, your plan, therefore, 
— objected to; and, if the nation is at 


war, then, unhappily, will che situation you have 
ae, most e ou with too 
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OR of situation, whi 
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But, for the tes nd of PRIN 1 
whose attainments are not equal to those you | 
I am speaking of 
one who is not fully ed. In such a case, 


really. possess, I will suppose 


de assured, that his appointment and situation 


would, in general, be adaptedt to his qualiica- 


tions: if these be but low, depend upon it his 


situation will be appropriate to them; he will be 
sent to some distant station, where the trust, 
committed to him, will be but slight, and his 
opportunities and improvement, in advance- 


ment, but few. There, conscious of his defi- 


injurious habits, even perhaps sottishness, the 


most ruinous to a medical man of all others, 


steal insensibly on him, arid render him total} y . 
incapable of deriving any advantage from that 
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ciencies, and secluded from every chance of: 
adding to his stock of professional knowledge; 
the vigour of his mind is lessened, his facul-- 
ties, for want of exercise, become torpid; 
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Do not think the outline T have here sketched 

„% 0-be the mere product of fancy, but be as- 

sured it is a faithful delineation of what is too 

frequently seen. Never look, therefore;"t6 a 
situation in the navy, as one in which you 

are to obtain» knowledge „but as one in which 

you may exercise, * peux. een 

the * y__ have Ka ary ah 

Whatever 8 e vou * 

lies: you will, I doubt not, employ your 

leisure hours in increasing that fund of know - 

| ledge, on which you must draw for your sup- 

port and comfort, when permanently esta- 
blished in your profession. To that / period 1 

will now suppose you have arrived; and will 

_ endeavour to present you with a few, "not un- 

useful, monitory hints; but as these will be 

on subjects not at all connected, you must 
excuse the come; the manner in which"t the: by 
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then, as far as ihe practice of the en, 
part of the society warrants; you must adopt; 


ertions, you have relieved his agonizing tor- 
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wr. interest in the mind of 0 


able 1 Tunis species of condt 


but gb not a single gtep farther your profes- 
sion is, in itself, most honourable; and if you 


: perform its duties, according to the dictates of 
your conscience, v deserve to be respeoted ; 
but if you obtain it not from others, remem- 


ber you owe a eertain degree of 4 to 
yourself. It is not for you to cringe for em- 
ployment, or to lick the ground on obtaining 


it; for noi great obligation of gratitude is due 


from you to any one, who chuses to employ | 
you because he believes his life to be safer 
in your hands than in another s. There is an 


obligation, indeed, under which vou must 
at; that of calling forth your utmost skill ts 


procure him that relief he requires. But sup- 
and that, by indefatigable ex- 


tures, or have even snatched hack from death 


n . personally a stranger to you, 
. e ; * 


them to adopt” a favour- 
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3 other af. Save 3 Weigh the. obliy * 
» tions, and see which .prepondera: „Be a8. 
ured, my friend, men, howeyer they may 
wanton with it, in. gratifying. injurious habits, 
or ily caprices, will not be dispo: to trie 
with life in mere compliment 0 Jou. Amoi 
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From the r ae Wa own disposi 
dien and, from the little knowledge, you can 
bave:of the world, you must be too little 
auspieious of the disagreeable circumstances 
you will have to encounter. before. you, find 
Vourself firmly established in y our profession. 
Let your industry have At ever 20 great, 
and your professional knowledge, even 28 
_ eomplete'as the stated af the science lb admit, 
Expect-.to- see men, 5 im every respect your; in» 
feerſom, frequently pr 3 but beed dt not, 
= it must be 80, whilst men will he cheidupes uf | 
* ; | ignorance, wick, and impudence. Nut ate you 
. tamely to witness this, without ee ee 
Certaialy not, if, ee chant 
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e ATE adage ob eco Tos: 
| tion been more limited any ant owns” Let 
not the coarscness of the. exteriat deceive. ; 
and be assured, before 8 that he 


unadorned casket contains not a 


such genius, and such powers of the mind, a8 . 
have him to overpower the mighty 
before him, and to supply 
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the little circle which would obtain 
vending, —little, I meari; compared to he circle 
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and Juice denne, that you do nor decry 
medieine, merely because it is a nostrum 


it may possess virtues. eg Wes modietnes 
which are generally k. Indeed, hould 
it be clearly proved to 3s opt any u 
of this description possesses powers, in some 
painful and dangerous disease, beyond any 
other, it is incumbent on you not only to 
countenanee the use of the remedy; but to 
promote, to the utmost, a fair and liberal re- 
compence to the author, for making n 
covery public for the benefit of mankin 

But should he reject ample offers for the dle. 
7, and choose to corifine. its! benefits, to 
it by his 


it would reach, by the universal knowledge of 
its composition; you then may reckon him a 
sordid selfish being, who miserably places his 
own enormous enrichment, against those suf- 
 ferings of his fellow-creatures, which he might 
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trum n to the po 


But perhaps some case whose fingers 
were so clumsy, and whose brains were so ill- 
moulded, that he had not power a ehen his 
bread by labour, starts with some me licine, 
taken almost at hazard, from some obsolete 
> = book, and professts himself to be able to cure 
2 some alarming disorder; and you perceive | 

Y that, gulled by his swindling artifices, great 
numbers are stripped of their property, without 
experiencing any benefit at all; and that great 
numbers also are not only W but murdered 

by this all- wonderful specific; — then, surely, 
it is your duty to take every opportunity to 
drag the villain into public —_ and if | ack 
sible to public justice. Ys rt oy ne 
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* About ten years ago, or more, a man who had striven 
in vain to get his * by keeping a coal-hed; and whose 
zo extreme 
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eitreme Wabtende Wis ai” 
bourhood, set up for a conjuror, in which situation he 
appeared to thrive exceediogly, when the magistrates, on 
some complaints being made against him, committed him 
for Some months to prison He was lately seen, I am in- 

rmed, at a little country town, near the sea-coast, where 
it appemed, that he was living very comfortably, by pre- 
_— to almost e TRE KIs PR” and * _ 
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In this ae . science © and | benalicokas, \ it 3s curprixibg 
hat ' no. public- spirited and wealthy men have stepped 
farveard; to form an ascociation, and establish a fund for the 
purpose of axcertaining.the actual properties of every no- 

trumg—of promoting the recompense of any one who pub- 
lished any useful discoveries in medicine and of furnish- 
ing with counsel, and, the means of prosecution, those. 

whose healths have been injured, and whose properties 
have been stolen, by ignorant pretenders to medicine, 
whether under the 3 of l quacks, can- 
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Friends of a sick grins perceive his — 


e medicine es employed are more inſu- 


nen alutferous, wy have at once the 


35 phyrician : and remgmber, 4 
nothing can be more likely to excite dla. 


in the friends of the sick, that your treatment 
of him has been improper, than-.a-chyness/in 
admitting the, visite of a physician... 1 ust 
ackuowledge, that I know no good reason 


that can be adduced, why an apothecary should, 

at any time, oppose the inclination. of his pa- 
tient to obtain additional advice. 
you wait for the proposal origina 


as to the nature of the « 
quently as to its mode of. 


your mind, do not leave it to de a 2 


perhaps the fatal termination of the disease; 


bout fairiy state your doubt, and ask for the aa» 


dae derivable from the. 2 ini. n of 20004 


Ap yg the 


Nor should 
patient or his friends ; but Should even adoubt | 


* 


duct which I have ever done—leave the nomi- 
nation of the physician to your patient, with- 
out any regard to your own friendship to medi- 
cuil men. Thus you act with fairness to your 

palteot; byubmitring your treatment of him 

to an impartial investigation; and, at the same 
time, do not interfere with those obligations, 


_ which he may owe, to some physician for for- 
| mer important services. The grand fault, with 


vespeet to the employment of physicians, is the 
Calling them in too late. Indeed it must be 
acknowledged, wat physicians are sometimes 


called in 80 late, and for the purpose too of 
affording a 'sanction to what has passed; that 


à stranger to the modes of the country might 
think, that their office was, rather to ee 
extreme unction; than relief t to o the tick. 
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ust that uch an omission will, 
never obeur, on your part, but fi 
Sebun And, 5 
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would, with propriety perhaps, adopt the con- 
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1 ie: ons hasty judgment, in some 
I this respect, I entreat 

ur guard, and to colder that, 


OF. 
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most severe inflammation, which had attacked 


5758 hasty auen, W T- vour- 
elf to the chance of consure, injufe the prö- | 
fession in the minds of the ignorant, a d, what 
is of more consequence than either, you per- 
haps materially injure your” patient. I will 
place before you a possible, nay, an actual case 
of too p rompt | decision, the more expressly 
to shew you the necessity of caution in this 
respect.” A gentlewoman' applies" for advice 
for a hardtumour; poszessingalmosrthe whole 
of the breast; the Surgeon” xamine 
without asking a a question, hastily raten it 
to be a.cancet ; the patient expressing her sur- 
prise, this opinion differing so widely from 
that which he had before obtained, he adds, 
confirmation of what he has already said, 
that be breast ought to be directly removed. 
Alarmed at this dreadful sentence, the poot 
gentlewoman applies to another surgeon, who; 
on enquiry, finds it to be the consequence of a 


the breast a few months before, during suck - 
lung. Having thus learnt its origin, in conse- 
Auence of a little patient enquiry, he promised 
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ber relief, and, by slow degrees, nature, judi. 
ciously aided, accomplishes the cure. Reflect 
on this case, and consider what might have 
been the consequence of such most censurable 


conduct. It is very true, that the knowledge 


possessed by the first surgeon. might be such, 
that he would not have performed the opera- 


traced back the history of the disease, which 
would have shown him his error. But suppose 


the terriſied patient to have proceeded from 


him, and to have placed herself under the care of 


one of those pests of society, pretended cancer. 


eurers: nature, if not too much interrupted, 
— would still have completed the cure, which 


would, of course, have been attributed to the 


| nostruma employed. The credit, thus ob- 
tained, might have been sufficient to have de- 
luded hundreds, into a confidence on the same 
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tion; but that he would, at more leisure, have 


nostrum; and have caused them to neglect. 


PPP » By 


1s 


th hospital practice, you: will FO * 


have the opportunity of noticing diseases, in 


their first stages; to repair the defect which 


may hence arise, it will be very necessary to 


form, in your mind, a correct knowledge of the 


earliest characteristic symptoms of every dis- 


ease. Then you will not have to fear, that 


dangerous diseases may run on, undetected by 


you, beyond the reach of Your: skill. 5 


q 855 
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Inflammation of che lungs is a disease which, | 
rom the insidiousness of its first attacks, and 
the great degree of danger belonging to it, is, 
on this account, particularly deserving of your 
attention. Vou should be thoroughly aware 


that the breathing, in the incipient state of the 


disease, is frequently so triflingly affected as to 


excite but very little anxiety in the patient, and 
to induce him to speak of it in the slightest 
terms. Frequently will he appear so well, 
attending as usual to his various concerns, that 
even a medical man, unless on his guard, might 
not suspect him to be under the influence of a 


disease 80 full of danger. In children, i in par- 
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ticular, this ambiguity is frequently met with, 
Even where the disease has existed several 
hours, the variation in the breathing will, 
1 perhaps, only be discovered by very earnest 
| attention. In such a disease, therefore, where, 
if you let the early hours of attack escape un- 
noticed, you consign your patient to a dread- 
ful lingering death, extreme NORM * must 
* be required. 


Firmness in your decisions is not less neces. i 
$ary than vi glance. The importance of early 
and most liberal bleedings in inflammations is 
doubtless, sufficiently obvious to you. I there- 
fore only find myself here called on, to pres Il | 
you to inflexible firmness whenever your de- 
eision is ignorantly opposed. Frequently will WF 
j you have to oppose prejudices, not of the most | 
| yielding nature. Too often will both pa- 
tients and their friends exclaim against what 
a they will esteem a prodigal waste of blood, 
|: bh; in cases where but for copious. bleeding, life I | 
N must be lost. In such situations, consider 
0 : mat, to Yield i is to surrender your patient to 
3 9 certain 
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certain death. Shrink not, therefore, in the 


least, from your duty. Point out the absolute 


propriety of complying with your directions, 


in terms as strong as you can employ ; ; and, in 
no case, submit to adopt a different line of 


conduct from that which-science directs. If 
indeed, their obstinacy and folly. be such, that 


they will not permit you to do all in your 
power for their benefit; rather than let them 


throw themselves into the hands of any igno- 


rant pretender, render them as much service as 
they will allow you. But, although you con- 


cede thus far; on no account, employ a single 
active measure contrary to. your judgment : 
thus if submission to an operation is refused, 


use, with undiminished zeal, all the lesser 
means for relief: but never submit to perform 


che smallest operation; unless it is fully ap- 
proved by your IS 


FOR TORE in endeayourin g to promote 


the adoption of necessary measures, will some 
times become a part of your duty; frequently. 


indeed, will the supineness of the friends he 
12 


auch. 
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such, that the life of the patient would be 


lost, were you not to interfere with the utmost 


activity, and with almost a magisterial autho- 


rity. This may often be the case, in inflam- 
mation of the vital parts; but, in no case, is it 
more required, than in those of incarcerated 


herniæ: here perhaps life is only to be saved 


by the operation, and the chance is in propor- 


tion to its early performance. Admit there- 


fore no triflings, no waste of time, lest, during 


the waverings between tenderness and duty, 


the life of the patient be lost. 
2 Cases may too frequently occur, where most 
serious diseases have originated from indul- 


gence, in a vicious and destructive course of 


life. Here it becomes your bounden duty to 
declare to your patient, firmly and decidedly, 
your opinion as to the cause of his malady, 
and your conviction of the impossibility of 
saving him, if he continue to indulge. in those 


practices which, as they at first excited, 80 


must they keep up a continuance of the dis- 
ease. Having thus performed your duty, no- 
thing 


\ Tas 73 \ 
117 
my ; j 


thing remains, but for him to make his elec- 5 
tion between health and 2 and 


| Other cases will occur in which a degree of 


reserve, and even of disguise may be necessary 


to be employed. Such are those where, al- 
though you may discover the characteristic 


marks of Syphilis, the patient evidently does 


not entertain the least suspicion of the nature 
of the disease. This caution becomes here 


necessary, since, by a rash and unguarded de- 
_ claration, you may unnecessarily occasion an 


irreparable breach in domestic happiness and 
tranquillity. Common policy will lead you 
to the adoption of this caution, with those who 
move in the genteeler situations of life; nor 


should I have troubled you with this hint, but 
for the sake of those in a humbler station: 
recollect that happiness is as dear to them as to 


their superiors in fortune; and that, by one 
harsh and unguarded sentence, you involve 
them in the utmost distress. I must here 


mention to you one, out of several instances 
I 3 . 
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| which have come to my knowledge, of the il 


effects of this incautious and cruel conduct. A 
child was taken, by its mother, to the shop of 
one who had obtained a tolerable fortune by 


adminiſtering medicines among the poor, to 
have his opinion as to an eruption which had 


appeared on the body of the child. After ex- 


amining the eruption, he declared it to be vene- 
real; and, on the mother's asserting her own 


innocence, and her assurance of her husband's, 
he confidently repeated his declaration. The 
poor woman returned home, accused her hus. 
band; he in his turn, declaring his innocence, 
accused her. In this miserable state they con- 
tinued nearly two months, recriminating each 
other, the child getting worse, and he who 
had already rendered them wretched, daily 


- picking their pockets. A neighbour who wit- 


nessed their distress, prevailed on them to take 


the child to a public charity, where the minds 
of the poor creatures were immediately calmed, 
dy the assurance that the symptoms bore not 
the least resemblance to those of the disease 
nuspected, * in a very short time the child, 

by 
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by the use of the most imple n, ehen 
ee 14619 d ie o ated 
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To deliver. a Ken prognotis mill wb 


be of much advantage to your professional þ 4 


character, and is a part of the duty you owe. to 
the friends of the patient, A careful i inves- 
tigation should, therefore, be made; and as 
soon as your mind is satisfied that danger : 
exists, no time should be lost, but the circum- 
stance should be immediately communicated 
to the patient's friends. Many reasons, inde- 
pendent of its effect on your professional cha» 
 racter, may be urged for your attention to this 
point. In the first place, on a faithful report 
of your prognosis, may depend the determi» 
nation of the patient's friends, as to calling i in 
additional aid. Were it for no other reason 
than this, it is a duty, the observance of which 
cannot be excused; because you possess no 
Wacht to prevent the obtaining of all the satis- 
faction which can he had; but this, your 
concealment of that danger you: perceive, 
men effecmually preyent. In, the second 
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place, from danger being thus too long con- 


cealed, the patient may be deprived of the op- 
portunity of making that arrangement of his 
affairs, for the want of which, those most 


d dear to him, besides the piercing affliction of 


1 a beloved relative, might be involved 
in unexpected poverty. By such an omission 
you also prevent his making that distribution 
of his property, to which he might be 


prompted by gratitude and affectionate regard. 


Besides, by allowing hope to tender the hearts, 
until, perhaps, the dreadful event happens, 
the pangs of regret and affliction are redoubled, 
and but, enough is, undoubtedly, said, to 
evince the necessity of a vigilant attention, 
and of a frank and candid statement of the 
danger, with which che E is ee 
menaeed. | 


— f 


N Obeerxe rye, that I do not recommend a mw 
tion of this danger to the patient himself, but 


to some of his friends and relatives. I say 


some, lest, by imparting it to any one alone, 


an ar use 9 be made of the partial 


* Communication. 


* 


121 


doubt not, direct you to relate the unpleasant 
news with gentleness that you may, at least, 


not increase the anguish you are obliged to 
inflict. It will also be required of you to 


state fully, to the friends of the sick, the pro- 
bable consequences of communicating to the 
patient the danger he may be in; and to in- 


form them how likely the depressing effects of 


a sentence of death might be, to counteract 
all the exertions made, by medicine and cor- 
dial nutriment, to sustain declining life. Hav- 


ing made this communication, the task of de- 


termining whether the declaration of his dan- 


ger shall be made, will, as it ought, remain 


with his relations and fricnds. 


1 hall now the remaining part of this let- 
ter to the endeavour to furnish you with a few 
useful hints, on the subject of MEDICAL ju- 
RISPRUDENCE. I am well satisfied of my in- 
competence to treat this subject so fully as its 

importance demands; and, therefore, only 


6 gr the — observations, merely as out- 


87 . No | lines 


* 
1 
3 
\ 


122 


nes for your own judgment to fill up: hop- 

ing the world may be favoured, by a full trea- | L 
tise on this important branch of medical duty, I 

| Tag some one more . to undertake i it. 2 


n 
The task i consigning the 1 e 
niac to confinement, is, by the law of the t 
land, given to medical men: but the frequent 
difficulty of decision, and the great degree of > 
responsibility with which it loads them, renders | 
it highly desirable that some alteration _— 
be . in this adrian 


The late n a attempt on the life of the 
King, and some other dreadful occurrences of 
a similar kind, have rationally excited a consi- 
derable degree of alarm, in the friends of those 
persons who have manifested symptoms of 
lunacy. Nor is it to be wondered at, that 
those, who were before satisfied in al lowing 
hose to be at liberty, who had enjoyed lucid 
intervals of considerable length, are now 
apprehensive of dreadful e from 
zuch permission. 
Bs TI . 


Aſs 


e evious to the proposed confinement of ? 


ith a person, you may be applied to, for the 


purpose of signing a certificate of his lunacy. 
A detail is laid before you of his acts of lu- 


nacy, at some former period, and of his vio- 
| lence of conduct, and savage ferocity at that 

time. But the unhappy person himself, claims 
your pity; reminds you of the length of the 


interval since passed; assures you of his good | 


state of body and mind, and: desires an in- 
stance to be brought which should evince the 
least mark of even approaching insanity: he 
implores you to consider, that, thus to be 
torn from his family, and dragged out of civil 
zociety, to be associated with actual maniacs, 
must soon, indeed, reduce him to that hor- 
rid state, which, only to think of, shatters 
every nerve. 


Thus may you be 3 when culled; to 
separate a man from society, who evinces not 
the least mark of «1nsanity ; and, even when 
a state of insanity is present, you may find 
more difficulty in making the decision, than 
could possibly be suspected. The task im- 


_ — 8 — er * 


= 3 


124 


posed on you is, indeed, so momentous, and 


2 * 


dwell a little longer on the subject. Allow 
me, then, to point out a case of actual occur- 
rence, where, in a state of real insanity, a con- 
siderable degree of difficulty of decision arose. 


A gentleman farmer was brought to a house 
for the reception of lunatics, his friends 


grounding the necessity of his confinement, 


on his conducting his affairs in such a manner, 
as must soon bring him to ruin. On speaking 
to the patient he said, if his friends could state 
any circumstance, which he could not defend, | 
on principles of reason and equity, he would 


sometimes so difficult, as to induce me to 


F:., 


consent to be confined for the rest of his days. 


He was then asked—Do you not give more 
wages than other farmers?—Yes. Why do 
you Because I am of opinion, that the 
standing wages of labourers is much too small; 
and the neighbouring farmers agree with-me 
in that opinion, but have not integrity enough to 
follow my example, although they know their 
| labourers to be almost starving. But have you 
not had it clearly demonstrated to you, that this 
proceeding must terminate in your ruin?—Yes, 
8 0 but 
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but—a- question in my turn—Am I to be 
deemed a inadman, because I will not save 
myself from ruin, by starving a number of 


my fellow - creatures. Well, but your friends 
say that you have thoughts of leaving your 


farm to your servants, and to make a tour 

8 8 0 ®. , ; 
over Scotland, setting out with only a crown 
in your pocket. Is that a rational intention? 


—Yes. I have certainly a right to make what 


tour I please :—it will be a more rational tour a 
than your sparks of quality make, for I go to 


mform myself of the agriculture of the coun- 


try I Pass through. But you leave your farm 
to the mercy of your servants.— So do other 
farmers, and more madly than I should, since, 
by my generosity, I have/assured myself of the 


fidelity of my servants. But was it not mad- 
ness to think of setting out on this excursion, 
with only a crown in your pocket ?—So, ex- 


travagant generosity is first brought as a proof 


of my madness, and, this failing, you mean to 


prove it by my parsimony. But I can explain 
this part of my conduct also. I know I injure 


myself 5 the . 1 pay, and therefore I 
Jugs 
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Judge I can spare but little for myself—50 
much for my parsimony. But how is this 
crown to carry you through? Thus I shall 
take one of my horses for the first thirty miles, 
and then travel on foot; and thus, with care, 
my five shillings will carry me fifty miles from 
home. Now the object of my journey is 
agricultural knowledge, and my wish is to 
obtain it as cheap as I can, therefore I will 
hire myself as a labourer until I have got five 
shillings more, and then set off again. I 
have got such recommendations as will insure 
me employ and extra wages. In this manner 
I shall perform my tour; and get, perhaps, 
as much useful knowledge as will enable me 
to 4 my men their due, without incurring 
Staggered by the acuteness of these 
answers, the medical gentleman was, with | 
difficulty, induced to sign the certificate of his 
lunacy, and, at last, did it with that want of 
strong conviction as left it a burthen on his 
| mind. 2 5 ; $ Ps 
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In a little time all doubts however were re- 


moved, he threw himself over the ballustrades of 


a stair- case, although with but little injury. On 


being asked what induced him to do this, he 


said, that he long had it in intention, and had 


only waited for God's consent: that he, that 
morning, had put a piece of paper on the 


frame of the window to ascertain whether his 


intention was approved. If the paper blew 


outwards, he was to infer he had permission; 
and, if inwards, not. — Well, he was asked, 
did it blow outwards No, he answered, it 
remained where I placed it, from which I 1 
concluded the answer was—I might do which 
I liked, and therefore I threw myself down 
Stairs, —Let it be considered, that if, in this 
Case, the medical man had refused to certify | 


him to be a madman, and any serious mischief 


had followed, the heaviest reproaches would 
have been heaped on him, and a disinterested 
opinion, delivered according to the best of 
his judgment, might have seriously Hurt * 
professional o en us 
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he legislature has, already, enjoined some 
useful regulations; nevertheless, the laws, on 
this point, certainly demand a careful re- 
vision. To prevent abuses, the houses which 
receive maniacs are subjected to the visit - 
ations of a committee of physicians; and 
the law orders, that no one shall be con- 
fined in any of these houses, unless a 
certificate of his insanity is first given by 
some medical man. But much more is re- 
quired to be done, to secure the confinement 
of those whose liberty is dangerous to others, 
and to prevent malignity or caprice, from ob- 
taining the confinement of those, to Whom it 
Is n. 


The most learned hacia kn failed, 3 in 
their attempt, to give a Satisfactory definition 

of madness; and very considerable difficulty 
arises often, i in the endeavour to ascertain the 
existence of madness: so great is the cunning, 
and the power of managing himself, which 
the maniac sometimes possesses. In cases re- 
quiring this nicety of examination, surely the 
* trust 
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trust is too oreat to commit to any single me- 
dical man, taken indiscriminately, He may 
be incompetent to judge; and may, therefore, 
deceived by appearances, decree” the unne- 


cessary deprivation of liberty of one per- 


son, or let loose on the public another, who 
has it in intention to kill his nearest re- 
lation, or dearest friend. But we will sup- 
pose the person applied to every way qualified 
to form a judgment, in such a case; and, that he 
is required to certify the insanity of a person, 


manifesting no symptom of madness what- 


ever; but, on his making this objection, the 


relation, who makes the application for the 


confinement, asserts, that he is now, indeed, 


in a lucid interval, but, that if left at liberty 


a few hours, the fit may return, and the life 
of some one be lost. 
man determine to act in such a Cage f— 
Why should he be placed i in a situation, liable 

to be required to perform an act of such con- 
equence, on the mere ipse dirit of, „Perhaps, 
some artful villa. 


How can a medical 
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But this is not the whole of the disagree- 
able office with which the law has invested 


you do not mean to say wantonly, far from 


it; for I know and feel the difficulty, which 


the legislature has here to meet. It renders, 


however, every medical man, as it were a Custos 
morum, an office, which I will venture to 


assert, few would have the presumption to as- 
-  Sume, but from the mischiefs which might 


follow their refusal to act, whilst the law 1s 80 
imperfect in these particular cases. The cages, 


to which I here allude, are those where the 


alienations of judgment are the consequences 


of the abuse of spirituous liquors. A great 
law authority has, I understood, asserted, that 


any person who is disposed, when intoxicated, 
to aim at the life of another; and who will not 
refrain from intoxication, ought to be con- 


fined. In this observation every rational per- 


son must, I think, concur; but still, as drun- 


| Kenness and madness are essentially different, 


the medical man, who would certify such a 


person to be a madman, would go beyond 
His opinion; and would act in his own wrong 


8 = for 


- 


for the public good. But, Abe drunken 


ness and madness are, in themselves, essen- 


tially different, it must be considered, that re- , 


peated intoxication mustso far impair the facul- 
ties ; that, between'the paroxysms of drunken- 
ness, when the ruinous consequences of their 
unfortunate addiction rush on their minds, such 
a considerable degree of morbid irritability 
occurs, as forces the unhappy beings to fly for 
relief to fresh draughts of liquor, and even 
renders them liable to fits of the most danger- 


ous passion. Such persons are, I think, un- 


doubtedly, fit persons for conſinement; since 


the only chance of a cure, for this dreadfullx 


irritable state of the mind, and of their wretched 
propensity, would be yielded by a temporary 
suspension of their ruinous habits. By drun- 


kenness, also, the mind may become so in- 
jured, that, even between the paroxysms, 


zuch modes of thinking, and such resolutions 


may be adopted, as may be marked by the 
grossest * and most injurious ten- 


dencies. 
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A man with an income of six : Ago 


pounds per annum, from a genteel business, 
took up the resolution to live as he best liked 
the rest of his days, to give up his business, 


abandon his wife and two children, sell his 
goods, to live and lodge in an ale-house until 


the money was spent, and then retire to the 


parish poor-house. This resolution be strictly 
followed, consigned his family to ruin, and 
now eats the bread of idleness in the parish 
poor-house, instead of being lodged in Bride- 


well or Bedlam. How nice is the descri- 
mination, necessary in some of these cases; 
and how little likely it is that it shall be ob- 
tained from some individuals of our profession. 
May our legislators see these difficulties, and 
decree those measures which may remove them. 


th * nn think, that, in cases 


ai madness i is not actually manifest, the de- 


positions, on oath, by at least two persons, 


Should be required, to empower a medical 


man to sign a certificate of lunacy, where he 


has not himself witnessed it ; that the certifi- 


should 
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cate of a Single medical man, not a physician, 


cf op 
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should only empower the reception of a patient 
in a mad-house, in ambiguous cases; and that, 
to obtain his continuance, the concurrent 
opinion of another medical man, or, perhaps, 
of a physician, should be required; — that any 
indifferent person, fearing mischief to himself 
or others, from a maniac improperly at li- 


berty, on satisfying, on oath, one or more 


justices of the peace, and one or more medical 
men, of the madness of one thus left at liberty 


by his friends, might oblige them to adopt the 


necessary confinement that statutes of lu- 
nacy might be obtained at a less expence— 
and that, preparatory to drawing up a bill for 


these purposes, a committee be appointed to 


specify, as particularly as possible, the nature 
of those ambiguous cases, which would war- 
rant, and even demand confinement. 


My medical experience somewhat exceeds 
your's; but you must liave seen enough to show 
you that madness is a disease most alarmingly 
increasing, perhaps, from those violent fluc- 
tuations of the mind, with which many indi- 
viduals must be harrassed, in a rich mercantile 
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country, where pecuniary speculations must be 
prevalent ; perhaps, it may proceed chiefly, 
from the frequency of the accursed habit of 
taking spirituous liquors, or perhaps from a 
cause too little suspected to allow me to ven- 
ture my conjecture.— The fact, however, is, 
that the disease is alarmingly frequent, and the 
miserable sufferers claim the vigilant care of 
the EE es Hr : 
1 . of fever and even of typhus 
is not always so low as nosologists mark it; 
on the contrary, it sometimes occurs with cons 
Siderable violence; so much so as to induce 
those who are unacquainted with the nature of 
diseases, to attribute the symptoms to actual . 
madness. In two cases, the termination of 
which I witnessed, death probably was the 
consequence of this error. The subjects in 
both these cases were servants in families, 
where probably their continuance would have 
been highly inconvenient. But were they, 
merely for this, to be removed at the immi- 
nent hazard of their ab ; and instead of re- 
YG TOW | .  » . eeving 
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ceiving the constant attentions, which such 1 | | 
a disease must necessarily demand, be ex- 1} 
posed to the coarser diet and treatment, which  - \[}! 
are employed for the coercion of lunatics 
who possess powers, morbidly augmented, 
of suffering hardships. Most certainly not.— 
They were however thus sent, and perished. 
Be on your guard in these cases, and consider, 2 
that where the burthen has fallen, there, for a 
time, at least, it ought to remain : do not coun- 

tenance, therefore, such a removal, but oppose 
it with those arguments which I am sure wilt. 


readily occur to you. 5 ; 9 kj 
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the too early removal of females, who 1 
- ppily, ina few days after delivering, mani- „ 
7 2 symptoms of derangement. 1 have known  _ if 
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a removal to a mad- house take place a fort- RT 
night after delivery, but surely, at that period, + || || 
such a change can hardly produce any advan- 7148 
tages, to compensate for a loss of tliose ten- i \ ö 
der attentions, which the poor unfortunate ING 
being might. be enabled to receive at her \ | i 
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| own home. Lest you should suppose these 0 
to be errors impossible to be committed, 


I must state, that just before putting this sheet 


to press, an additional instance of this misuse 


of such houses of confinement, occurred to 
my observation. A man who had been 
extremely reduced by dysentery with fever, 
became delirious ; he was immediately con- 
veyed to a house for the reception of luna- 

cs. When he arrived there, his extremities 
were cold, and death so strongly marked in 
his countenance, that the keeper of the house 
informed his friends, that his admission was 
only permitted, lest he should die whilst car- 
Tying back, as it was not possible he could 
live the night out. The most humane atten- 


tion was paid to him, but he lived only about 
| eight hours. 


[ 


Aer 6 "ROY of medical Jjurisprudence 


may also devolve on you. Your decision may 
be called for, in those cases where an inqui- 


sition is taken, to determine whether life has 
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been taken away by the visitation of God, by 


accident, or by murder. Your duty in this 


ce is a truly solemn one—on the opinion 
you deliver, the life of a fellow. creature may 
* 


£ Did there exist no other excitement to ob- 


| tain an accurate anatomical knowledge of the 


several parts of the human body, both in 
health and disease; the wish to perform this 


most solemn duty, without exposing yourself 
to the stings of self-reproach, would surely be 


sufficient. But it will be necessary to go a 
little farther back, on the consideration that 


you may be applied to, immediately on the fatal 


injury being inflicted. We will therefore take 
a review of the two classes of cases, which 


more particularly call for your exertions in this 
respect; and will dwell a little on those points, | 
to which your attention should be most 5 
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The case, respeeting which we will first 
enquire, shall be that where poison has been 
taken into the stomach. If this be known to 
be the case, and the substance taken be also 
| known, your path is straight before you; you 
must employ that treatment pointed out by 
your teachers, as proper on these occasions. 
But the situation, against the occurrence of 
which it appears to me most necessary, that 
your mind should be prepared, is where you 
are called to a person who has received poison 
without its being known. Here your discern- 
ment may highly raise your estimation; but 
it may do much more, it may save the lives 
of two fellow. creatures; or may prevent a 
cruel murderer from escaping his deserved 
punishment. If then you be called in where 
life seems to be fast departing, during a deep 


dleep, unaccompanied by apoplectic stertor; 


you may suspect some narcotic poison has 
been employed. Or if the patient is torn, with 
most excruciating burning * in the sto- 
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auch, accompanied by vomitings of a matter 
which appears to excoriate as it passes, espe- 
cially if the pains have come on very suddenly; 


you may reasonably fear, that some of the 7 


acrid mineral poisons have been exhibited. 
In either of these cases, should no appearance 


of suspicion be discoverable among the friends 


of the patient, much caution iS pag: on 
your-own part. | : 


In the first place, if you see strong ground 

of suspicion, obtain a knowledge, and, if pos- 
sible, from the patient himself, what food had 
been taken just before the pain came on; re- 
mark to the bye-standers that the pain might 
proceed from some error in the preparation- of 
that food, or from its having been kept too 
long: employ, indeed, any such suggestions, 
as may allow you, without declaring your sus- 
picion, to obtain a sight of the vessel out of 
which it had been taken, that you may form 
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a judgment from the remains. If this appears 
to have been I and, as it were, unne- 
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_ © cessarily cleaned, you will undoubtedly have 


additional cause for circumspection. But if 
the vessel be brought, start, if possible, some 
motive for detaining it in your possession, 
which may not directly lead to a belief of the 
nature of your suspicion: thus, say vou wis! 


to ascertain whether the doubts you had al- 


ready stated were well founded; say that you 


wish to determine, by a simple experiment, 


whether it may not have been rendered hurt- 
ful by having been boiled, in this or that sauce-- 
pan; in a word, say any thing which circum- 


stances will afford you the opportunity of, to 


account for your detaining it, without giving 
alarm. Having done every thing which is 
indicated for your patient, immediately making 
a careful examination of what you have thus 


secured, taking notes of what you observe, 


that you may hereafter employ them, as justice 


may demand. 


The other case, to which we will suppose 
you to be summoned, we will suppose to be 
one, where some alarming injury has been 

WL 5 inflicted 


1 
mflicted by external violence. Here, as in 4 
the former case, the first care must, of course, I. 
be the performing your professional duty by . 


your patient; the next must be that you render | 
yourself serviceable to society, by preventing | 
the evasion of justice. Your own feelings a | 
will influence you beyond any suggestions, | 
which I can employ, as to your conduct when | 


obviously favourable, or even pitiable circum- | | | 
stances plead for him who inflicted the injury. 1 


But let not your feelings usurp a judgment, 
| which has no right to influence your conduct, 
here.—But this we will now pass, and sup- 5 if 
pose the injury to have been most barbarous, 
and unprovoked, and the danger imminent. | 

. Whilst making your examination, the perpe- | 
trator of the horrid deed, ignorant of the ex- 


tent of the .mischief, may be present; or, if po 
the alarming appearance of the wounded man | | 
has produced his flight, some friend may be 
watching to convey your report, that, if it © 1:80 
should be unfavourable, he may fly beyond the IJ 


reach of justice: be, therefore, on your guard; 
and whatever opinion you deliver to the friends 
S 83 
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of the patient, or- to the officers of justioe, let 
your public declaration be reserved, and rather 
of a favourable cast. By this conduct you 
promote the object of justice, by securing ay 
detention of the assass in. 


I oa every cane vf this kind, be actuated by 
the consideration that the lives of others, beside 
your patient, are at stake; and let this, if any 
additional inducement can be necessary, urge 
you, not only, to the adopting of every measure 
cCalculated to promote, but to a firm resistance 

to every proceeding, which may retard his 


Thus suppose it be a case of fracture of the 
|  eranium, a compound fracture of any other 
part, a wound of some important viscus, a 
division of some large blood vessel; or, indeed, 
any case, where the danger will be increased 
by his carriage, perhaps through long and 
rough roads. State this fully to the friends of 
the patient; and shew both them, and the 


friends of the delinquents, the necessity of 
© combining 
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combining in any plan, to any expence they 
may be able, rather than n such 2 
removal. 


There is more in this caution than may 
appear, at first sight. With those, who want 
the power of reasoning, 
moment, it often happey# 


chat the question. 


| whether the removal can be safely per- 
formed means no more than can the patient 


be removed aliue to the place intended? But 
it will behove you to make them understand, 
that, from the irritation. of the soft parts, by 


che jagged ends of the fractured bones; by 
the agitation of the wounded viscus, or by a 
fresh hæmorrhage, in cases of doubtful event; 
even where the probability of life equals that 


of death; a little additional irritation, or a 
trifling fresh effusion, may turn the scale, and 
prove the destruction both of the wounded 


man, and the delinquent. Call, therefore, on 
the friends of both; but these may be unable 
to answer any expence — call, then, on the 


cb officers, to step, perhaps, a little 


beyond 
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depend their line of duty; and implore the 


aid of the rich and benevolent, thus to save 
two or more of their fellow- creatures from 


| . under its most en forms. 

1.1 is quite unnecessary for me to state the. 
strong claims, which cases of this kind have 
on you, for diligence and attention. It only 
remains for me to recommend you to take, 
as indeed you should, in every case you are 
able, regular notes of each days” appearances ; 

and to remind you of the necessity of record- 

ing the conduct of the patient and his friends, 
as to such circumstances as may retard, or pre- 
vent a cure. The utility of adopting this 
mode of gy" will, FT wane; an | 


; #4 
appear. a 


We will now suppose win, unbappit y. your 
exertions for your patient have failed of suc- 
cess; and will also consider the important task, 
which it then becomes necessary for you to 
perform. The Coroner, and the Jury, which 
be Summons to take an inquisition on the body, 
wall 
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wil now require of you a derexiption of the 
injury, which had been received; the appear- 
ances which the body yields, on examination 


after death; and, lastly, your opinion as to the 
cause of death; and how far it might be sup- 
posed to depend, on the injury which had been 
suffered. The mere form in which your de- 
position is made, will be of some consequence. 
You have to communicate technical obser- 
vations to men, who are, not only, not profes- 


sional, but who are frequently extremely illi- 


terate and ignorant. It is therefore required 
of you to employ the plainest, and most per- 
spicuous language you are able. The ques- 
tions, indeed, will be put to you by the coro- 
ner, and the answers you give may be ex- 
tremely appropriate to the question, and to the 


degree of intelligence which the gentleman 


who fills that office possesses; and will, conse- 
quently, be well understood by him. But re- 


collect, whilst asking you questions, he is the 


organ of the jury; and to the capacities of the 


jury, you must bring down the language of 


Your evidence. Use, therefore, no more 


L technical 
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technical terms dow are absolutely ewe I 


and explain these, as you go on; and, even, to 


prevent the possibility of any juryman form- 


ing, in consequence of not fully understanding 
you, an opinion, different from that which 
your evidence warrants, declare your willing. 


ness to explain any part, which might not be 


Ni ed 10 "y of the] jurymen. 


& the first 3 n describe — 


of the patient when you was first called to 
him, and give a particular account of the ap- 


parent injury, and the symptoms which at 
first appeared. Vou will then deliver, if re- 


quired, an account of the symptoms which 
Supervened, and of the various circumstances 


which occurred during his illness; and, lastly, 
make your inference as to the cause of the 
death. Guided by the notes you may have 


taken, you will, no doubt, perform this task 
with full satisfaction; I have only to remark, 
in passing, that you should be careful to avoid 


| _ 1. ne not en a single 


V word 
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word that does not bear a striet relatonghip to ts 
the Wen before the court. ; 


Wich respect to > this latter part tof'y your dt 


250 consideration will frequently be neces- 
sary, before you attempt to accomplish it. 
Those who have not revolved in their mind 


the duties of a medical man, in this case, would 


be likely to believe, that all that could be 
asked of him might be summed up in this one 
question Was the injury received the cause 
of the death? But you will not find the ques- 


tion thus narrowed, when put by a gentleman 


of intelligence and discernment, acting in his 
judicial capacity: he will employ that patient 
and zealous. investigation, which I cannot 


avoid the opportunity of, even thus digressively, 


saying, marks the conduct of the present 
worthy Coroner of the County of Middlesex. 
He will require to be informed, as nearly as 
possible, how much is to be attributed to the 
blow, wound, &c. and how much to other 


causes. Vou will find it necessary to determine. 
whether the injury was from the first, in itself, 
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mortal, or rather incurable, or not. If you _ 
shall be under the necessity of answering this 
question in the affirmative, the object of your 
examination is completed. But we may sup- 
pose this not to be the case; and that the in- 
jury, not in itself such as would have occasioned 
death, to have acted in conjunction with other 
causes, in producing this lamentable termi. 
nation. These causes, of necessity, should 
become with you objects of close consideration, 
before you deliver that opinion respecting 
them, on which so much ata 


3 * 


| The first point on Wh your mind chould 
dwell, should be the previous state of the de- 
ceased; endeavouring to ascertain whether 
there existed any disease, or any other parti- 
cular circumstance, which might render him 
more susceptible than another, of that parti- 
cular injury which the parts has sustained. 
Thus a most respeetable lecturer, in this me- 
tropolis, was describing to his pupils, on the 
dead subjeot, the mode of employing the 
trefine; he had just began t to turn the instru- 
| - | ment, 
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ment, with great caution, apprising them of 


the necessity of taking great care, lest the in- 
strument should slip, when the instrument ab- 


solutely did slip into the brain up to the han- 


dle. The skull, being afterwards examined, 
proved to be very little thicker than strong 


card. Now consider, how trifling' a blow 


might have occasioned the death of this man; 


such a blow, indeed, as might have been in- 
flicted without the most distant intention of 


seriously injuring him. To neglect observing 
such a circumstance, and to omit calling the 
attention of the jury to it, would be, in the 
highest degree, culpable. The jury, it is to 
be remembered, are to determine on the in- 
tention of the act; and, in ordinary cases, 30 
much violence is required to effect a fracture 
of the skull, as to lead them, almost certainly, 
to infer, that a blow, inflicted with such a 


degree of force, must have been intended to 
8 destroy. This, however, would be à case, . 


in which such an inference would be highly 
improper: and, calling their attention to the 


circumstance, could not but have a proper 
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effect on their verdict. What has been here 
said will, you must see, apply to numerous 
other cases, where, from disease, peculiarity 
of conformation, &c. unexpected injuries pro- 
| ceed . a ** causes. 


The next 3. ofs abs Siould: be, 
whetherthe i injury, in itself. curable, had been 
rendered fatal by any misconduct of the pa- 
tient, or of those who wished to assist him. 
Suppose a case of simple fracture of the leg, 
and that, instead of conveying the patient, in 
the easiest mode, on a litter _— he should 
have been placed in a cart, and carried several 
miles on a rugged road; and that, on his ar- 
rival, at his place of destination, the simple 
fracture should have been rendered a com- 
pound one, and the added mischief have been 
80 great, that mortification soon succeeded. 
In this case, it will be for you, faithfully to 
describe the nature of the additional injury, 
and how far the ag mat the 1 Was 
* * 10 1 


In 


- 
* | 4 
< * * * 
. 
2 * 


In other cases, alen such opposition to the 
aces of the surgeon might, on enquiry, be 
detected, as would most plainly manifest, that | 


: death was attributable to the misconduct of the 


patient, or of his pretended friends, rather 
: than to him who inflicted the blow. Thus, 
a man receives a slight penetrating wound 
in the belly, and his surgeon conveys hin 
home to his bed with care; takes blood freely 
from him, and enjoins the strictest rest, and 
abstinence from every thing which can possibly 
irritate. He sees him pass two or three days, 
without the least pain, or the smallest appear- 
ance of danger; but is afterwards called to 
him, and finds severe peritoneal inflammation 
has come on, which, he being unable to sub- 
due, terminates in death. On enquiry- he 
learns, that, after quitting him the day be- 
fore, his patient had, on the earnest solicita- 
tions of his friends, sat up, or even walked 
out; and, on the idea of restoring his strength, 
had eaten freely of rich and heating food, and 
had even indulged freely in drinking spirituous 
: 1 en completely contrary to his 
L 4 orders 
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orders, in every respect. I need not, . 
sure, point out to you the necessity of im- 
pressing, on the minds of the jury, the quan- 
tity of mischief which must have been pro- 


5 duced, by this direct opposition to your di- 


rections. I only mean to warn you of the 
possibility of such an occurrence, and to in- 
duce you, in such a case, to employ the ut- 
most vigilance to detect such ed mis- 
conduct. £ | ; 


PY * 2 ; 
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5 Lett us again suppose, that, in consequence 
of a blow, a rib is broken; and that, appli- 


cation being made to a surgeon, he enjoins 


rest and a plan, by an attention to which 
there is every reason to suppose that all dan- 
ger must be prevented. But instead of com- 
plying with the directions which are given, 


the patient is seen almost constantly reeling 


about the street: exposed to the inclemencies 


of che weather, and all the injuries to which 
a drunken man is liable; until severe inflam- 
mation of the lungs, or pleura is produced, 


. terminates in death. Such a case is very 
8. 
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; likely to e will, therefore; be's very 
particular in your enquiries as to the conduct 
of che deceased, after the accident, and deli- 
vera faithful report of the result to the jury; 
that they may be enabled, clearly to ascer- 
tain, with vrhom the charge of murder should 


We have now to attend to a case, in which it 
is solemnly required of you to be on your guard, 
that no partial, or interested consideration 

should, in the least, affect the report you will 
have to make. Suppose an injury inflicted, 

and that all is done which appears to be indi- 
cated; but that death supervenes; and that, 
on examining the body after death, it appears 
not only that, by a different mode of treat- 
ment, the patient would have been saved, but 
that death is actually attributable to the adopt- 
ing of impropei treatment. The possibility of 
such a circumstance happening, and even 
without ! aving room for. censure on the part 
of the surgeon, will easily be supposed, by 


_ know- the ambiguous symptoms 
which 
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- which: may arise, the n which may 
proceed from an unexpected and indeterminable 
direction of a wound, and from numerous other 
causes. However little it might be merited, 
ve well know that the mouth of the multitude 
would be now immediately. opened to pro- 
cure the ruin of him, whom it, in its wis- 
dom, had deemed ignorant; and that weak 
minds should be influenced, by this considera- 


T tion, is far from dee L 


To declare to a jury, tha that the fatal termina- 
tion proceeds ſrom your misconception of the 
ease, might, indeed, materially injure your 
Character; and, if the error was another's, the 
declaration might be esteemed invidious and 
malignant. But those principles of justice, 
which, I confidently trust, are indelibly im- 
printed on your mind, could never allow you, 
' when the life, or the ignominious death of a 


fellow creature, depends on your evidence, to 
omit the smallest circumstance which might 
weigh in his favour, with the court which is 
to judge him. To relate he whole of the 
an and nothing , but the truth, you are 
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solemnly sworn to; and this, L well ae | 
will be sufficient to induce you to deliver your 
evidence, with the utmost precision and cir- 
cumspection. Let those remember, whom 
these considerat ions do not affect, that their 
present deposition may be revised in another 
court, compared with the evidence they then 
may give, and with the facts which may be 
detailed by others; and, that the whole of 
their evidence will be strictly scrutinized by 
e and acute counsel. een e 


Bene I nite this part of my al Xa must 
say a few words on those melancholy cases, 
where it falls to your lot, to deliver your opi- 
nion on the sane, or insane state of mind, of 


those who have destroyed themselves. TO 


deter others from the commission of a similar 
act, the law orders, you know, a sentence 
which can only affect the innocent, and, per- 
haps, already almost distracted, relatives. I 
will not dwell on the severity, nor the injus- 
tice of the law, in this case; but, on the 
contrary, allow it may have some slight effects, 


in 
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in preventing others from thus dreadfully, and 

indignantly, throwing back the gift of life. 
„ 046000 e fee. 

But certainly, I cannot err, in reminding 

vou, that it is one of the most important mo- 

ments of your life, when it is portioned to 


vou, to deliver a judgment on which depends | 


a sentence, so painſully afflicting, to a lament- 
ing widow, or, perhaps, to a family of weep- 
ing, innocent and destitute orphans. Then 
will it behove you seriously to ponder, before 
you perform the, almost sacred, office allotted 
to you. It would not become me to ask you, 
to permit your mind to dwell on the sufferings 
which would agonize those, who would have 
to undergo the dreadful knowledge, that the 
remains of him they held most dear were ex- 
posed to the most brutal and ignominious 
violence: —it is, on the contrary, necessary, | 
that I should urge you to the performance of 
your duty. At least, however, I must be 
permitted to remark to you, thus becoming, 
by the opinion you deliver, a judge of your 
: + — that such is che frailty of 
4 human 
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human nature, that the best of men dare not 


to ask for justice for their deeds, unless it 
tempered with mercy ;—that mercy that you 
cannot but crave. for yourself, be ready, then, 
to Shew: to others. 

Ot 8 you will inquire, whether long 
and settled habits of melancholy had manifested 


themselves, and without cause; if so, the 


symptoms of disordered mind would surely be 
sufficiently manifest to you. But the act may 
have immediately succeeded some great mis- 
fortune; the sudden reduction from aMnence 
to distress, the loss of a beloved object, &c. 
In these cases, even though the poor creature, 
an hour before, evinced signs of fully pos- 
sessing his mental powers, can you pretend to 
say, that the act was not committed during a 
fit of frenzy, whilst suffering pangs to the ut- 

most stretch of human endurance. 


- Surely there can be no risque in imputing 
so dreadful an action, to the sudden deprivation 
of; — from the poignant sufferings, pro- 
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1 from being thus enddenly 8 
into poverty, and exposed to the mock pity, 


and to che contempt, of the; foolish and un- 
Surely there can be but little room 
to suppose, that reason can retain any influ- 


ence on one thus unexpectedly a; in misery, 
_ deprived of every earthly comfort, without a 
tay of hope to enlighten the distant prospect; | 
and unpossessed of these religious assurances, 
which have been found so powerful a stay in 


the moments of distress. The horrid action 
may indeed have been leisurely and systema- 
tically planned; every other action, from the 
moment of forming the dreadful resolution, 
may have been regularly in unison with this 


intention, and even cunning may have marked 


eyery part of the plan. 0 But have you not to 


suspect, that the determination on such a plan 


ought to be considered, as a mark of impaired 
judgment, and of derangement of intellect. 
Do we not well know, that the lunatic will 


often, abating one train of ideas, reason and 


converse, without the least appearance of in- 


consistency; and will, with the utmost inge- 
. | nity, 


nuity, make every circumstance incline to, 
and accord with, the grand and predominant 
object of his disordered OT! 66. 


1 cannot here point out pat cases 3 
they must be left to your own cautious judg- 1 


ment. I can only intreat you, in every case, 


where the lives, or the sufferings of your fel-. © 
low- creatures, depend on your opinion, to de- 
liver it with that caution, for which the awful · 
ness of the case calls; and to resolve to pro- 
mote justice, but to incline to mercy. 


Annipody hoping these eber which 
an eagerness for your welfare has prompted 
me to lay before you, may prove of advantage; 
and most fervently wishing, that your studies 
may prove a source of comfort and happiness 
to you, and to those who place in ** their 
trust and confidence. 


a . 


1 am, your's, — — 


54 FINIS. 
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